The Paper Rain Doll

Every rice field had dried up because of the drought.
Taro's father, who was a farmer, was worried about his rice fields
in which his rice was almost dying. He went out every day and

worriedly looked up at the sky.

Taro, back from school, soon threw his schoolbag away, and said y ¥
to his mother, ¢
"Where is Father?" -t Y ¥ v v
While washing, she answered worriedly, v ¥V ¥ ¥V V¥V ¥

"He went out to see the rice fields, as the rice was dying."

Taro rushed out to the fields and found his father anxiously

standing there, looking up at the sky.

"Hi, Dad! Are you eagerly waiting for the rain?" he asked as he ran to his father from behind.
"Well, there's no cloud at all in the sky. It's hopeless."

His father turned around to the boy and blew smoke from his pipe.

"I'll make it rain,"

Taro looked up at his father, and said with a serious look on his face.

"Ha-ha-ha! No joking! It won't rain only by your will," his father held his side with laughter.

"But Dad," Taro kept talking desperately, "the other day, it had been raining before the sports day,
hadn't it? But I made a paper doll for fine weather, then it cleared up."

"Indeed!"

"At that time, everyone looked happy. I said to the people that the paper doll I had made brought
that fine weather. Then they said, "Good work!"

"Aha-ha-ha, I see. Do you think your paper doll listens to your wish?"

"Yes, of course. So this time I'll make a doll for rain, and ask it to make it rain."

"Aha-ha-ha, everyone will be pleased. Try it! If it rains, I'll give you a reward."

"I don't want a reward. You should give it to the doll instead."

Taro immediately fetched a sheet of Japanese paper and wrote sentences on it in hiragana like
this;

Paper doll, Paper doll! You're good at making the weather fine. So you must be good at making it
rain,

The rice fields are all dried up, and the rice in the fields is dying.

We desperately needed some rain,

If you'll give us enough rain, my mother, father and other famers will be so pleased.

If you won't, I'll write 'Liar’ on you. And give you to a cat as its toy.

If you don't want me to do so, give us much rain tomorrow. I'll pour some sake on you as a reward.
You, paper doll for rain, Give enough rain on the fields and ponds.

Taro crumpled the letter up into a ball, and made a doll's head with it, then dressed it in a paper
kimono and tied the paper doll on a bush clover branch near the back door.

That night, while Taro and his parents were sleeping, the lightning flashed and the thunder

rumbled. Then it started raining like cats and dogs



"Great! My paper rain doll really brought us rain!" Taro jumped up, "I'll go and give my thanks to
it."

His parents said to him,

"Dangerous! Son! It is still thundering. Stay in bed now. You'd better say 'thank you' to it
tomorrow morning."

Taro went to bed unwillingly.

Early the next morning, he woke up and found it was clear, nice

weather. Everyone was pleased as ponds and fields were filled with

water. His father, coming home smilingly from his fields, patted him @
on his head and praised, u
"You've done it well! I'll give you a reward."

"I don't need any reward. Instead, please pour some sake on the

doll."

"All right. Where is your paper doll?"

Taro happily took his father to the back gate. The bush clover was in full bloom, getting wet with
rain, but the paper doll had gone.

"I promised the doll I would pour some sake on it."

Taro started weeping.

His father cheered him up,

"It must be flowing in the river. The paper doll made it rain and then flowed by itself, so it won't
think you are a liar. I'll pour some sake into the river. The doll will drink it somewhere and be
pleased. So don't cry! I'll buy you some other reward..."(2015/08/01 With Itaya)
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