The tower of Babel

This is an old story from five or six thousand years ago, when we had no telephone, no telegram
and anything. A man found a large field, which had very beautiful scenery and built a house in the
middle of the field. At some time or other, hundreds of thousands of people
gathered there one after another until a large city was formed in five or
SiX years.

The people who gathered here, ladies and gentlemen were all honest
and worked hard every day and talked with each other,

“Hey, be honest! Don’t be lazy even if there is nobody. The sun is always

watching you.”
So the people in this city never told lies and worked very friendly and very
hard.

One day in Spring in a year, two well-dressed men came to the public office in this city and said,
“We are the greatest and cleverest men in the world. We know how to make bricks and cements.
We hear that the people in this city are so honest and work so hard because they are afraid of the
sun, but we suggest that you should build a high tower which will reach the sky, using the bricks
and the cements we invented so that you can drive the sun out by climbing the tower up to the sky.
Then you will be able to tell little lies, you can be a little lazy and you can do wrong, because you
are never punished by the sun.”

The mayor, hearing this, talked with the people in this city, who were so pleased and said,
“What nice persons they are! Let's build a high tower and drive the sun out of sky immediately to
have an easy life.”

As everyone in this city, including the mayor, wanted to be lazy, all of the people gathered and
began to build the high tower. Some people made bricks, another made cements and the others
piled them up, all of whom were so busy every day. It took them three years to build up to
13-story.

“Even if it takes hundreds of years, you must build the high tower which will reach the sky,”

they were ordered so. It took 15 years to build 150-story.

However, they had neither phones nor elevators then, so carpenters and plasters had to climb
up the stairs from the 1st floor to the 150th with their tools and their lunch boxes. So when they
reached the top, it was almost lunch-time. It was so inconvenient that the messengers was
stationed every five floors, who listened to a message from the up-stairs messengers and told it to
the down-stairs one when they needed something.

A supervisor, who was working on the 150th floor, felt so hungry at about noon and said, as he
wanted to eat Sushi.

“Hey, sushi(one serving of Sushi).”

However, the messenger on the 80th stair misheard it and said to the down-stair one,
“Hey, Tuchi(One hammer).”

“Tuchi(One soil).” said the one on the 60th stair.

“Chichi(One milk).” said the one on the 40th stair.

“Chiritori(One dusk pan).” said the one on the 20th stair.



“Tsu-tsu-Sode(One long sleeve).” said the one 10th stair.

After a while, a Kimono with long sleeves was brought to the supervisor, who got so angry and
shouted,

“Idiot! I want Sushi.”

But it went down and down mistakenly.

“Interesting!” the 80th man.

“Adonis!” the 60th one.

“Furoshiki!” the 40th one.

“Suffering!” the 20th one.

“Dead!” the 10th one.

“Funeral!” the 1st one.

The news that the supervisor was dead spread all over the city. The mayor, who heard it, managed
to run up the stairs until he reached the 150th floor in the morning three days later, when the
supervisor had really died of hunger.

At last the people in the city gave up building the tower and driving the sun out of the sky. They
tried to work just like they had worked before, but they were much poorer. They left the city one
after another, which became a field soon as it had been.

They were supposed to call the tower, ‘The tower of Babel”.(2018.5.1)

Original by Iwasaburo Okino
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