A Blacksmith in a village

A blacksmith in a village was such a hard worker that
he was hitting his hammer every day until late at
night.

One night, a fox howled in a forest.

He thought that he would catch foxes during the New
Years Holidays. He made a trap by himself.

He had stopped working for the New years Holidays.

It was snowing lightly, He set the trap in a back
field.
At night, a fox came there, invited by the smell of a deep-fried tofu.
“Mom, here is something delicious!”
A little fox said to his mother.
“How dangerous it is! It’s a trap. Don’t get close to it! Come here.”
She took him back home.
“Who on earth made such a thing?”
“It’s the blacksmith.”
“He works hard, but he is a bad man.”
“He thinks of us as foolish.”
She smiled to him.
The blacksmith went to a town to make a New Year’s greeting. He drank too much
and returned to the village a bit happy. It was already dark on the way.
He was singing a song in a good mood. Then two boys came near to him with red
paper lantern.
“You drank too much. So you can’t walk well, can you? We’ll take you to your
home.”
The two led him by the hand.
“You are You-bo, and Mi-chan. Come to my house, and I'll give you oranges.”
The black smith was cheerful.
“Here comes your house. Please be seated.”
He fell asleep in a good humor.
When a bird’s twittering made him wake up, the blacksmith was sitting in a bell
tower of a temple. (Original by OGAWA Mimei: 2024.3.20 By Kudo)
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