Mother and Child Bush warbler

Two bush warblers flew to a garden every morning.

“Mom, today again bush warblers came to the garden.” .3 >
Sho-chan, through a glass window, said. '
“They come to look for their food.” His mother answered. \%\-. B
i P

“They are mother and child, aren’t they?”
“They must be. The mother came to a village with her child born in a
mountain because it was winter.”
“So cute!”
Watching them, Sho-chan said.
The chirping bush warblers stopped on a branch of red fruits or sometimes flew between trees,
searching for insects.
“Ah, they flew away.” Sho-chan said.
Soon his elder brother and sister came home from school.
“I’11 catch them tomorrow.”
The brother, hearing about the bush warblers, said.
“You shouldn’t do such a thing.”
The sister said.
“They will warble well in March if we take good care of them.”
The brother said.
Sho-chan, hearing what his brother said, thought of keeping them in a cage by himself.
“Brother, please catch the bush warblers to keep them.”
Sho-chan asked his brother.
“You must not do such a thing because it’s merciless.”
The mother said.
“So, let me keep a pigeon.”
“No, you must not.”
“So, may I keep a dog?”
Sho-chan never listened to his mother.
“All right. I’ll catch bush warblers.”
The brother said.

“If you can’t catch them in spite of the promise, it will make a fuss.”



The mother got worried.
“I can do it.”
The brother promised Sho-chan.
The next day, the brother put insects into a cage, making a device of the door shutting down
when a bush warbler fed them, which he left under a tree of azalea.
After a long time when they forgot the bird, Sho-chan cried.
“There is a bush warbler in the cage.”
The brother ran there and moved it to another cage.
“It’s a child.” The brother sad, seeing the small bush warbler.
“I feel sorry for it. So let it free.” The sister said.
“Keep it in the cage.” Sho-chan wouldn’t listen to her.
“It’s fun. I can catch it again.”
The brother set the trap cage again under the azalea, after he fed the child bird.
“You can’t catch a bird again.” The sister said.
When they were talking happily, seeing the cage covered with a wrapping cloth, another bush
warbler entered the trap cage, flapping its wings.
The brother ran to the cage.
“It’s big. This is the mother bush warbler.”
When he said so, they, face to face, were so surprised that they had no words for a while.
Sho-chan was so pleased and said,
“Let keep the two bird together in a cage.”

“Well, Sho-chan. The mother came to help her child and she was caught, too. If you, Sho-can,
should be kidnapped by an abductor and your mother, who came to help you, should be caught,
too, how would you feel?”

The mother said.

“It’s so sad. Let them free.”

The brother said at once. Sho-chan seemed to understand his mother and said,
“If you catch another bird, please keep it in the cage.” He said to his brother.
“Well I’ll set them free.”

The brother lifted the entrance of the cage.

Which of them do you think flew away first from the cage?

The child bush warbler flew away first and the mother followed it.

“Did you see them?”
The mother, so admired by it, said to her children. (2023.2.26 by Kudo : Original by OGAWA Mimei)
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