
AButterfly and three Stones

There lived a very kind lady.When she arrived at the age of marriage,

she got married to the master of a water mill.

The water mill wheel, which was built over a river in the

outskirts of a village, was turning frommorning till evening,

singing a song. She and her husband worked together in the water

mill.

 Wemust work hard to be rich like a landowner in this village.”

Her husband, nodding his head, cheered her up.

She also agreed with him and didn’t think of anything else.

In Spring, blue sky was hazy. Trees bloomed with many kinds of flowers. Birds twittered happily

up in the trees.

In Summer, pure white clouds flew over the roof. She was sometimes gazing vacantly at the

nature changing.

“While you are hesitant, the sun will go down. So we must work hard.”

Told by her husband, she was taken aback and began to work hard again. She, poured white

powder on the head, worked every day. While the couple were having a hard day, the husband got

ill and it became more and more serious day by day. The doctor at last gave up on him, thinking

there was no hope of recovery. He grieved over leaving this world, while she grieved over so

much parting with him.

“I’m so sad to go to the next world, leaving you alone. You must come there after having a happy

life in this world.”He wept and said.

She also wept, listening to him and said,

“Please wait for me. It is said that you climb a mountain to go to the next world. So would you

mind waiting for me to come at the pass?”

He felt relieved and nodded. He at last departed this world. Though she wailed over his death, she

couldn’t do anything. She worked alone after his death.

The water mill wheel rotated as it had done so, but she was never happy as she had been. It was

difficult for a woman to live alone. The villagers felt sorry for her.



“You’re still so young and beautiful, so it’s better you’ll get married again. If you want, I’ll look

after you.” A villager advised her kindly.

She remembered when he passed away he had promised her to wait for her . So she never felt like

that.

“I feel so sorry for my dead husband.” She answered. However the villager laughed at her and

said,

“If we die, it’s like a candle that has gone out. What’s more important is to live now.”

She agreed so. She suddenly felt so anxious that she made up her mind to get married again.

She got married to a weaver and she helped her husband weave. He loved her so much.

She sometimes went to the town with textiles in a big wrapping cloth on her back. Though the

blue sky over her head was always the same and the white clouds which flew in the sky was also

the same, her life changed. A stranger lived at the water mill house.

“We work so hard when we are young and we’d like to live a comfortable life when we are old.”

said the second husband.

She also thought so and said,

“Exactly you’re right.”

The couple worked hard for their family business. When several years had passed, the husband

got ill and it became more and more serious day by day. The doctor said it was impossible for him

to recover. He grieved over his destiny, while she grieved over parting with him.

“If I die, you’ll be at a loss. But as long as you work honestly, you’ll be able to lead a life. So you

don’t have to worry so much.”

He cheered up his wife in her grief.

“I’m not grieving over myself. I’m grieving that I must say good-bye to you.” She answered.

“I’m waiting for you to come in the next world. You should live as happily as possible in this

world.”

“I heard when we go to the next world, we’ll climb a high mountain. So please wait for me at the

pass.” She said.

He nodded and at last left this world without any anxiety.

She was alone again and had to live a helpless life. The villagers felt so sorry for this unhappy

woman.



“You are still so young that it’s better to get remarried if someone wants you.” A villager said.

“If I do so, I’ll feel sorry for my dead husband.” She wept and said.

“Feel sorry or not, the dead person no more appears. The next world never exists.” A villager said.

She thought it was exactly true and she got the third married, introduced by a villager.

This time he was a chicken worker. She worked hard, feeding chickens and looking after several

kinds of birds. Time flies. When ten years had passed after the third marriage, her husband got ill.

Though she cared for him so hard, his disease got more and more serious.

“I’m so sad to leave you alone. But this is my fate. You’ll manage to live a life, taking care of the

poultry.” He said.

“I’m so sad. I’ll take care of them and wait for the day when I come to you as soon as possible.”

She answered.

“I’m relieved to hear that. I hope you’ll live a happy life. I’ll surely wait for you.” He said.

“They say you must go over a high mountain to go to the next world. Will you wait for me at the

pass?” she said.

He nodded and at last left this world. After his death, she worked hard for the family business.

Many years had passed. She got old. The time came when she herself had to go to her grave.

She prayed Buddha to be allowed to go to the next world safely and at last the day came when she closed her

eyes. She left this world and her soul rose up for the next world as she wished.

She walked along a long way. The fields and the mountains were dimly seen. It was a piece of

scenery in the dream world. Guided by the kind Buddha, she walked in the wide field and arrived

at the place where she could see the next world if she went over a mountain.

“You only have to cross over this mountain.” Buddha said.

She began to climb the mountain with a bamboo stick. Before long she got to the pass, where

three men stood and waited for her. The three men didn’t know the woman they were waiting for

was this woman. Seeing her, they came nearer to her and said,

“I’m waiting for you to come.”

She was so surprised to see the first, second and third husband. She was at a loss which husband

to choose and go.

“I’ve been waiting for you for a long time.” The first husband said.



“I’m the man I parted with you last. So you should go to the next world with me.” The third

husband said.

“You promised me to go to the next world with me.” The second husband said.

She was completely at a loss.

Buddha was seeing this and asked her.

“I’m sure you are innocent. But is it true you promised the three men?”

“I’m to blame. I surely promised the three husbands. I didn’t mean to tell a lie. Once I believed in

the next world. Once I doubted whether it existed or not.”

Buddha thought for a while and said,

“Who do you love most among the three?” Buddha asked.

As she had never thought whom she loved most, she hesitated to answer.

“If so, why did you get married so often?” Buddha asked.

She was too ashamed to say she had got married because she couldn’t live alone.

“I can’t lead such a faithless woman to the next world. You can become a butterfly and return to

the lower world and reconsider deeply. When you attained enlightenment, I’ll take you to the next

world.”

Saying so to her, Buddha turned to the three men and said,

“You, three must keep waiting for her here so that she can attain

enlightenment and distinguish her true husband she can love forever .”

Soon her figure changed into a butterfly and flew away somewhere up

into the evening sky.

The three had waited at the pass for ten, a hundred and a few hundreds years. Soon they became

three stones. However, the beautiful butterfly in the lower world, not attaining enlightenment, was

flying from flowers to flowers hadn’t come back to her husbands yet.(2020/02/1)Original by

OGAWAMimei
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