A Candy

On a warm day in Spring, a woman traveler and her two children got on
a boat.

When the boat was about to start, a samurai ran toward it from the

opposite of bank, waving his hands,
“Hey, wait just a minute!”
He jumped into it.
The boat departed.
He sat down in the middle of the boat. It was such a warm day that he soon fell asleep.
As the beard samurai who looked strong nodded off while sleeping, the children
couldn’t help at his funny gestures.
The mother said to them, putting her finger to her lips, afraid that the samurai would get
angry.
“Be quiet!”
The children got silent.

After a while, the boy said, holding his hand out,
“Mom, give me a candy.”
Then the girl said,
“Mom, give me a candy, too.”

Their mother took a paper bag out from the front flap of her kimono. There was,
however, only a candy left.
“Give it to me.”
“Give it to me.”
The two children begged her at the same time. She was embarrassed because she had
only one candy.

“You are good, so wait. I’ll buy it when we reach the opposite side.” She persuaded.
But they kept on whining.
The sleeping samurai opened his eyes and watched the children begging their mother
persistently.
She was surprised to see the samurai and thought that he must have been angry because
he had his sleep disturbed.

“Be quiet!”
The children never listened to her though their mother soothed them.

Then the samurai suddenly pulled his sword out and stood in front of them.



The mother got so pale and protected her children, thinking that he would slash and kill
them because they disturbed his sleep.
“Take out the candy.” The samurai said.
The mother took it out fearfully.
He put it on the edge of the boat and broke it with the sword into two pieces
“Here you are!”
He gave them to both of them.
He returned to the former place and began to sleep again.
(2023.2.5 Kudo: Original by Niimi Nankichi)
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