Cold Wind Night

It got a long night. A mother was doing needlework by a brazier. Her
old sister and her brother were eating chestnuts by her, warming *
themselves at it.

“What sound is ‘Rin,Rin,Rin’?”
Sho-chan suddenly raised his head. '
“A rat touched a pot in the kitchen, didn’t it?” said his mother. ‘
“Take-chan is pedaling his tricycle, I think.” said Tuneko.
“Who is playing in this time?”
After a while, ‘Rin,Rin,Rin’ was faintly heard again.
“Listen!”
“It’s true!”
The mother and the two opened the door and looked outside. It was a cold wind blowing and the
moon was shining.
They saw the light in a paper lantern before a tobacco shop in a corner. A rickshaw man seemed to
ask the way. Soon he ran toward this, pulling the cart. Iron wheels gave off the sound,‘Rin,Rin,Rin’
The rickshaw was an old man wearing a straw hat. On the cart was a beautiful bride.
They felt so cold that they closed the door.
“Is it a ghost?”” asked Sho-chan.
“It must be a fox.” said Tuneko.
“No, he is the old man who is always in front of the station.” said the mother.
The two entered the bed. Then again they heard ‘Rin,Rin,Rin’ passing by their house. The rickshaw

was coming home.

It was a cold wind night.(Original by OGAWA Mimei 2024.3.10 by Kudo)
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