Dropped One-sen Coin

A sparrow found one-sen coin.
She was so pleased and said to her friends,
“I have money.”
Saying so, she put the coin held in her bills on the sand and showed it.
At sunset, it was getting dark.
“I’m absorbed in play. I have to hurry.”
Saying so, she held the coin in her bill and flew toward the watermill in a hurry. This sparrow
lived in a lumberyard of it.
Before getting there, she was so upset that she fell the coin on the field while flying.
“Oh,dear. I lost the coin.”
It was so dark she couldn’t find the coin any more.
“I’ll find it tomorrow morning.”
Saying so, she came back to her nest in the watermill.
It was so cold at night that she caught a cold.
That was because it snowed so much.
As she didn’t get over her cold, she thought of the coin
every day, wrapping herself up in straw.

Soon she got well and flew up to find the coin.

There was still much snow on the field.
“Where is my coin? Are you under the snow?” She asked over the snow.
Then someone answered from under the snow,
“No, it is not here.”

She flew to a different place and asked,
“My coin, are you under this snow?”
From under the snow,
“No, it is not here.”

She flew here and there, asking.
At last someone said,
“Yes. It is here. Please come here again when the snow melts.”

The sparrow came again to the field on a day when there is no snow. She did find the coin.
There she caught a sight of many butter-bur sprouts.
It was these sprouts that told the place of the coin.

(2022.12.30 Kudo Original by Niimi Nankichi)
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