The fox as the errand

There lived a monkey, a deer, a wolf and a fox together in a mountain. They had a square lamp, which
was covered with papers.

At night, they lit the lamp. One night, they noticed they were running short of the oil.
So, someone had to go buying the oil at an oil shop in a village. Who should go there?

They don’t want to go to the village, because there lived a hunter and his dog that they dislike in the
village.
“Then I’ll go there.” said someone. It was the fox, who was able to turn himself into a child.
That was why they decided “the fox as the errand”. It was a serial mistake.
As a false child, the fox walked to the village, dragging Zori, or Japanese sandals and succeeded in buying
a litter of oil.

On his way back to the mountain, when he was walking in a rapeseed field on a moonlight night, the fox
noticed a very nice smell. It was the oil he had just bought in the village.

“Nobody will notice it.”

Saying so, he licked the oil. What delicious it was!
After a while, he was beginning to lose his patience.
“A little more. My tongue is small.”
Saying so, he licked it again.

After a while, again.

As his tongue is small, one lick is slight. But many a little makes a mickle. A littler of oil will be lost
soon,

In fact, when he reached the mountain, he licked up all oil. He took back only an empty sake bottle.
The deer, the monkey and the wolf in the mountain signed, looking at the empty bottle. This night there
will be no light in a lamp. They were so disappointed and said,

“We should not have sent the fox as an errand.” (2022.12.13 Kudos: Original by Niimi Nankichi)
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