Change into a Geta

There is a village. A stream was running outside of the village. Hazel trees were lush
with green foliage on the bank of the river.
A mother-raccoon dog was teaching her boy-child how to change
himself.
“When you change into a young disciple in a temple, you must show
yourself in a robe. When you change into a samurai, you must wear
a topknot and a beard and a sword on your waist.”

“I see. Now I’ll change into a young disciple in a temple.”
The boy raccoon dog tried changing into it. To mother’s surprise, he had a topknot and
a beard.
“Oh my God, You have a beard. It is the time when you change into a samurai.”
His mother was so disappointed.
The boy raccoon dog didn’t succeed in changing himself well. However, to mother’s
joy, he was very good at changing himself into a Geta.
So he changed into a Geta and laid himself under a hazel tree.
A samurai came nearer to the raccoon dog. The samurai was embarrassed because he
had a thong in his clog cut.
“Oh, how lucky it is! Here is a Geta.”
The samurai put on the Geta the boy raccoon dog changed into.

The mother raccoon dog, who was watching it behind a tree, was so surprised and
thought it was serious.
The samurai walked away hurriedly.
The boy raccoon dog got almost treaded down and gave a scream.
“Gu, Gu.”
The samurai, so surprised, looked down at his step and noticed the Geta having a bushy
tail. He, however, walked on and on without bothering about it.
“Gu,Gu,Gu! Mom!”

The boy raccoon dog burst into tears loudly.
His mother was so worried about her son and followed the samurai, hiding herself
behind the trees.
Soon the samurai entered the village, which had a Geta stop.
The samurai bought a Geta and put out the raccoon geta in front of the store with a
small coin and said.



“Thank you for your help.”

The boy raccoon dog came home happily and bravely with the money, forgetting the
pain he had had.

(2023.4.23 By Kudo: Original by Niimi Nankichi)
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