The Rainbow Deer

Long, long ago there was a very rare deer in a deep forest. It
had golden antlers and its coat had seven colors like a rainbow.
The deer was always afraid that it would be caught for ite
beautiful coat and antlers. So it lived alone in the deep forest
hiding away even from other fellow deer so that it wouldn't be

found by anybody. Yet the deer had a friend: a crow.

One day the deer climbed down the hill to get some food. It was a fine day after a heavy rain. So
the river had risen, and flowed rapidly. When it reached the river, the deer wanted to drink some
water. Then it heard a cry.

"Help me! Help...m..e!"

"Who is it?" it looked around.

The deer noticed that a man was being carried away by the rapid current. The man caught a
branch, but it broke off. He kept on being washed down.

"That man is about to be drowned," the deer thought.

It plunged into the river, put the man on its back, swam as fast as its legs moved, and at last it
managed to reach the shore. The deer knelt down and dropped him off on the grass. Soon the man
recovered, and noticed that the deer which looked at him had saved his life. He said in a weak
voice,

"Mr. Deer, you saved me from drowning, didn't you? I owe you my life. I'll never forget you. What
should I pay you as my gratitude?"

"I don't want anything. It's natural that I should help the person in need. But may I ask a favor of
you. Never tell anybody about me. I hear that human beings are very greedy and they want to get
anything they find. If they heard about me, they will come here and catch me to sell my coat and
antlers," said the deer.

He nodded and said,

"I promise. You saved my life. Why should I break the promise?"

A month later, the lord's wife in the province had a strange dream. She said to her husband about
the dream she had the night before,

"In my dream, I was in the forest. Then a beautiful deer with seven-color coat appeared from
nowhere, and greeted me."

"Your dreams are always prophetic. There must be that kind of beautiful deer somewhere in my
province. I'll make my men find the deer, + he said.

He had several signposts put up in his province. It said;

Anyone who tells us information about a deer which has rainbow color coat shall have money as a

reward.
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