Cinderella

Long, long ago, there lived a baron who had married beautiful and lovable woman. They had a
daughter named Ella, who inherited her mother's beauty and kind quality. They lived happily in a
town. But the wife was taken by an incurable illness and passed away. Soon the baron remarried
with a woman who was arrogant and full of conceit for herself. The second wife had two daughters
who were selfish like her mother.

As soon as the wedding was over, the second wife began to lose her temper to her stepdaughter
Ella. She was irritated by Ella's sweet temper as she thought her own daughters' bad character
would be conspicuous. She treated Ella as a maid of the house. Ella had to work hard: washing
dishes, cleaning the stairs, her stepmother 's and sisters' rooms, and other things. She was kicked
out of her own room and forced to stay in the dark attic.

After finishing the chores, she always sat on the cinders near the kitchen stove, trying to warm
herself. She would often be covered with cinders and sooty. So she was called 'Cinderella' by her
stepmother and her stepsisters. However, ragged Cinderella was much more beautiful and kind
than her nicely dressed stepsisters.

One day, the king planned to hold a ball in the castle to find a right match for his son, so he
decided to invite all the young unmarried ladies in his dominion to the palace.

Cinderella's sisters were overjoyed, and began to select the nicest dress among their tens of ones
and stood in front of the mirror until the very day of the ball. Cinderella, however, was forbidden
to take part in the ball by her stepmother.

That very day, as soon as their carriage left, Cinderella began to cry bitterly. Then a fairy
appeared in front of the crying girl and said,

“Why are you crying?”

“I'd like to go to the ball like my sisters. How happy I am if I can go to the ball!”

“All right, I'll help you go to the ball,” the fairy kindly said, “Go to the vegetable garden and fetch
the biggest pumpkin.”

Cinderella found the best pumpkin, wondering how that pumpkin could help her to go to the ball.
The fairy hollowed out the pumpkin, and tapped it with her wand. The pumpkin suddenly
changed into a beautiful golden carriage. She then told Cinderella to open the mousetrap and
leave the six little mice free. The fairy tapped each of them with her wand. The mice then changed
into a fine team of six dapple horses. Then the fairy tapped a rat in the trap with her wand to
change it into a big coach with the fine mustaches. She again told Cinderella to fetch six lizards,
which had been hiding behind the watering can, then changed them into six lackeys. They
climbed onto the back of the carriage. The fairy was satisfied with her work and turned to
Cinderella,

“Perfect! You can go to the ball. Are you happy now?”

“Yes, but can I really go there in these rags?”

As soon as the fairy's wand touched her, the dirty clothes became a silver dress accented with
many jewels. On her feet, there was a pair of glass slippers, the most beautiful pair in the world.

She was excited and almost jumped for joy. It was a whole new world for her.



When Cinderella stepped into the carriage, the fairy warned her,

“If you stay at the palace longer than even a second of twelve o'clock midnight, the spell will be
broken and everything would return to normal; your dress would be changed into rags, the horses,
into mice, and your carriage, into a pumpkin.”

Cinderella promised the fairy that she would leave the palace before midnight.

When she arrived at the palace, someone reported to the king that a beautiful princess
appeared, but no one seemed to know her. When she entered into the ballroom, everyone stopped
dancing, and stared at the mysterious, beautiful lady. The violinists stopped playing, so there was
a long silence. Then whispers could be heard here and there: all the women paid attention to her
hair-do and clothes, and admired her beauty.

Cinderella spotted some familiar figures; her stepmother and sisters. She quickly moved
there and spoke to them. They didn't notice that the beautiful lady was no one but actually the
maid of their house. That was the first time Cinderella could speak to them on the equal position.
Then a handsome young man came and invited her to dance.

The orchestra played music again. That was the same tune her mother had sung when she
had been a child, so she could enjoy dancing with the young man.

After their dance had come to an end, she stood on the balcony by herself, humming the song
again, wanting to engrave the wonderful memory in her heart forever. The young man followed
her. It seemed like he was captivated by her beauty. It seemed to be a dream to him. She just
stood there and smiled at him, a soft, mysterious smile on her cheeks. He talked to her with
politeness, while she simply talked the way she always did and asked some questions. Even if
they had talked nothing, they would understand each other.

Cinderella had never been in love before, but now under the stars on the balcony, she
knew she loved him. Cinderella's heart went pit-a-pat when the prince embraced her.

“I've found you,” he said and kissed her for the first time.

Unfortunately, time had not stopped for them. When the first bell rung to tell the time for twelve
o'clock, Cinderella had nearly forgotten what the fairy had warned her about. Horrified, she shook
out of his embrace, and fled as lightly as a deer would have done. The prince tried to catch her, but
she was faster. She left one of her glass slippers behind on the stairs of the castle. Cinderella
arrived home breathlessly, without the carriage, horses, lackeys, the beautiful dress she'd once
worn, but still her eyes sparkled. She had nothing from her splendor but one of her slippers, the
counter part of the one she had dropped.

“The fairy must have left it for me as a little souvenir to remember that enchanting night,” she
thought to herself.

Thanking the fairy with all her heart, she hid the precious shoe in her attic.

Every night, before she went to bed, she would open the cabinet and look at the shoe with
childish joy, humming her favorite tune, remembering the young man who danced with her. She
didn't expect she would see the young man again, but she contented enough with just having met
him. He would remain forever in her heart.

A few days later, there were rumors that a lady had dropped her glass shoe on the staircases
of the castle when the ball would have nearly ended, and that the prince had picked it up, since
then he had gotten ill, and that he had done nothing but kept his eyes on the shoe.



The prince desperately thought of the ways to find the young lady again as he was deeply in love
with the beautiful lady who must have surely owned the shoe.

It had been officially announced that the prince would get married with the woman whoever
would fit the shoe. Hundreds of women visited the palace to try it on, but unfortunately, some
were so big, others so small. Nobody could put it on so far. The prince was so depressed and got ill
but no medicine could cure his melancholy. He at last ordered his subject to visit every house in
the dominion to find her.

After a few weeks' fruitless search, when he passed by the fence of a huge house, he heard a
charming voice. It was that melody, the same tune that he hummed on the balcony
with that beautiful lady. In a small garden, a lady was sweeping as she was
humming. Almost unconsciously, he began to hum with her. Surprised, the lady '"'
turned to him,

“Excuse me...but are you... are you...?” he hardly asked her.
She also gazed at him. He came closer to her. She was jubilant at seeing him
again. A burst of hope seized him.

“It was you on the balcony that night, wasn't it. You do exist! It wasn't

a dream! I've found you again. Would you marry me?” (2016.2.1 With Itaya)

Originally from Grimm's Fairy Tales and with respects to ‘Helia’
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