A Golden Ball of a Snake

Long, long ago, an old man found a small snake on his way home from a
mountain, caught between the crotch of a tree, suffering.
"Are you all right? I'll help you now." and he came home with the snake in his
basket.

A few months later, the snake was so big that he couldn't find any suitable

place to keep in his house. He said to his wife.
"We can't bring him up in this small house any more. What shall we do?"

On the next day, they found the snake disappearing ,which left a golden ball.
"What is this golden ball?" said the old wife.

When he stroked the ball, it produced a gold coin.
Not only the old couple but a dog and a cat living there had delicious meals every day because of
the gold coin.

One day they had the golden ball stolen by a thief who heard of it.

"That was a memento of the snake." said the man, discouraged.
Hearing this, the dog and the cat decided to go looking for the golden ball.
When they came to a river, the dog, following a faint smell, said to the cat.
"The house on the other side of the river is dubious."
The dog swam across the river with the cat on his back.
When they reached the house, the cat called the rats in the house and ordered them,
"Find and bring the golden ball unless you want to be eaten by me."
The rats, so afraid, looked for it desperately everywhere in the house until at last they found the
golden ball.

The dog swam back across the river to his house with the cat on his back. But in the middle of
the river, they saw a big fish jump up on the river. The cat was so surprised that it opened the
mouth and lost the ball into the river.

When the dog and the cat, discouraged, were walking along the riverside, they saw some
fishermen drawing a net. The cat quickly stole the biggest fish in the net and held it in his mouth
and ran back to the old couple's house, followed by the dog.

"Are you alive? We were anxious about you because you disappeared suddenly."

"We found the strange golden ball, but lost it in the river."

"We don't care. You came home safe. It's the happiest." said the old man.

The cat said to the old woman, putting the fish on the earth floor.

"I caught this fish in the river. Please eat it for a dinner."

"It looks delicious. I'll cut it at once."

When she cut the stomach of the fish with a kitchen knife, she found the golden ball there.
The old man, the old wife, the dog and the cat had a happy life again. (2002/8/15 with Itaya)



~UDE

L, L, BLWEAR, UPbDRY | INISREPROKRIZEHEE > T, HFLATWLIDAE
RO E L,

[RILKRPD, SBITTRE 000, BLWSARIEEZFEOTICAND EFIC
JH0 £ LT,
Bor A%, WIIRESHEEL, bIROPITA > TH< Z &IFHBRRLS 80 F
L7,
BLWEAIE, BEbIAICEWE LR,

(69 ZO/NENWETRIEZEF > THIF bR, £ Labunnaia, ]
WOHDZ L TY, MIE, ®EOELEL T, FINTHATLENE L,
(ZOE&EORIFIMEAS ] EBIEHI A,

HOREHE, EBOEEZTHLEBENHTEELL,
BLWIA, BEbIA, —MIEATHDLIR, HbZOBEDOBNT TENLWEENREILNE
L7z,

HHADZETT, 2DIZMOTERENEDOELZEZATLENE LT,

THiE, ORI 727, EBLWVEAER>»Y LTENE L,
IHEBWEREBIEOEEZE LTS ZEICLE L,

DT DRENWEBS TNETHKRD & RBMIZENE LT,

M Z 9 DEHDEIN B LR, |
Rix, WEBEHICERED E)IEKNTED £ L,
FDORITEVEFENTIE, A AIEZFNTFELE, ZomUELE,
(BEDOEEROT TR TRV ERRTLEYZ,
FAITHIT, BALZOHEY, MEICEFFEZRELELLL, ZLTED LOBDELZRADITHLE
L7,
Kix, WHEBEPIZERED ENEKNTRYE LT, EZAVNOBEAFTRERADROENRD F L
7o HITE Y Z7 U LTHIZK DA TW D EZoFicEE LT LENE L,
REWE, Bon LTNREEZHNTHD L HlESIWVTWAHIRRTNICESNE Lz, Mk, 7130
WMol EDORERBEMNISDZDEBLWEADOFIZEY £ L1, RIZZOHEZ BT EL
77

EE T, 2RV ol b DML RE I LELLEEZ, |

(o DOREEREOEEZRSTELEN, JIIoF TR LTLENE L, |

MRUCL7Ze< TV K, BREIZFS> TEZALENL, Ihvolz, otz ) EBLWVWEA,
WX, AELRICELS &, BIELIAICEVE L,

IToONHE L, YERIZEXTIZIN,

BWLESZR, BEICH>TAHAEL X I,
BEHIAD, AT TROBEEZY > THD L, MEGOENHTEE LT,
BLWEA, BEbIA, R, MiidEiz=dic2) £ L7, (2004.7.26)




