A Princess and a Beggar

There lived a princess deep in a castle, so old and whose > -
stonewalls were broken in places. The entrance had a huge =
and solemn gate. That’s why nobody could enter or leave

there without permission. a
The castle stood in a lonely place, which was far away from a

busy town, so the inside of the castle, which was remotely anAanA 8

w

covered with many trees, must be more deserted.
No one knew what a beautiful palace it used to be and what o H
beautiful people who lived there. When travelers passed by :

the gate of the castle, they stopped to look up at it. However,

they could see nothing.

“They say it has gorgeous palaces inside it.” A traveler said.

“It is said a beautiful princess lives there and nice music is heard day and night.” Another traveler
said.

They talked with one another and passed by the gate.

There were beautiful palaces in the castle, among which a beautiful princess lived, singing songs,
playing nice music everyday and sometimes leaned over the window, looking up at the distant sky,
deep in meditation. But nobody would know it.

The princess grew up in the castle, so she didn't know anything except things inside the castle.
The castle was surrounded by large woods and wide fosses.

Many kinds of birds gathered from somewhere in the woods and sang beautifully. Many strange
fish were swimming in the fosses and ponds. In the palaces, many kinds of rare things in the
world were decorated. The princess, however, got tired of seeing them.

“Aha! I got tired of living in the castle. I'd like to go out of the castle.” The princess thought.
Hearing this, her attendants got so surprised and said, with her eyes bulged.

“That's ridiculous! No place in the world is better than in the castle. If you should go out of the
castle, you'll find many dirty or dark places and many wicked people. You'll be never relieved. No
place in the world is better than in the castle.”

But the princess listened to nobody. She wanted to go out of the castle and know what the world
was like.

“I wonder what the world is like. I hear it has busy cities there. If I visit there, I must find many
interesting things I haven't known and hear many kinds of songs. I do want to see the world.” The
princess thought.

Though many kinds of birds were twittering in the woods, these birds were not familiar to the
princess any more. One day, however, someone offered her a bird with red, green, and blue wings.

The princess got so interested in the bird and kept it in a cage in her living room. Soon the bird
liked the princess. But it sometimes remembered the distant country where it was born.

The bird, on a perch, looking up at the distant blue sky through thin clouds, sang sadly in a low
voice. The princess also got sad and moved to tears. Looking up at the sky, she saw white clouds

flying like a dream.



“What do you have on your mind? You must have visited several places until you came to such a
distant place like this. Cities, oceans, ports, fields, mountains, rivers, exotic travelers, their
songs... you must have heard or seen them. I, however, can never hear or see them.”

The princess wept, saying so.

Lonely fall came in the castle and winter came next, when all leaves were blown away. After many
kinds of nuts ripened red and fell down, it began to snow. After a few while, spring arrived, when
young grass sprouted and the heat haze shimmered.

The castle was a riot of color. Bees, before sunrise, gathered around flowers, sounded their wings.
As it continued freely and nice days, the gatekeepers of castle got bored and had a nap, smelling
nice flower fragrance sent by the soft wind.

Just then, a shabby lady-beggar entered the castle. As the gatekeepers were dozing, she was not
seen to enter by anybody. She, not making any footsteps on the grass, entered deep in the castle
little by little.

The princess happened to see a strange lady approaching to her. Watching her carefully, the
princess noticed she was a beautiful lady of the same age. The princess wondered why such a
beautiful lady wore this kind of dirty clothes.

“Who are you?” the princess asked her.
The lady-beggar answered without any guilty look.
“I'm poor. I have neither my parents nor my house. Walking around in various places, I'm living a
life, given foods or clothes.”

The princess got often surprised to hear her story and knew for the first time that she was a
beggar.

“Are you a beggar?” The princess asked her.

“Yes, I am.” The lady in dirty clothes answered.

The princess, after having a careful look at the lady, gave a little sigh.

“What beautiful eyes you have!” the princess said.

The lady, looking up at her, said.

“If you like my eyes, I'll give you them.”

The princess looked at the lady more carefully and gave a little sigh,

“What beautiful hair you have!” The princess said.

The lady-beggar said, running her fingers through her loose hair.

“If you like my hair, I'll give you it.”

The princess threw herself into the beggar's arms without hesitation.

“What kind heart you have! Your eyes and hair belong to you, so nobody can get them from you.
Neither do I. I do not want it, but give me your clothes. You, instead of me, put on my clothes and
stay in the castle for a while. I would like to see the wide world instead of you.”

The princess asked the lady from the bottom of her heart.

The lady-beggar thought for a while, bending her head and soon faced up to say,

“I'll accept whatever you say, but what can I do for the princess?”

The princess nodded a little and said,

“I'll ask my attendants carefully. I won't be away so long. I'll be back soon. So listen to me,

please...”



The lady nodded at last to accept the princess's request.

The princess called her attendants and talked about it. Their eyes bulged with surprise.

“Dear. Princess. You wouldn't have thought that. Something bad must have happened to you.”
They objected to her, but the princess asked them to realize her wish, saying, “I'll be sure to repay
my obligation.” At last the princess changed herself into a lady beggar and left the castle.

She was afraid that if the gate keepers noticed her, it would cause a trouble, but they had been
still taking a sound nap and didn't notice the princess in shabby clothes tiptoeing away before
them at all.

The princess was on a busy street. She walked on along the street, which continued far and far.
Even though it was so broad in the castle, she could walk around it in a day. The street, however,
was endless even if she walked for a few days.

In addition, she could see green fields, flower patches right and left. The blue sky overhead was
round and hanging far beyond the horizon. Spring wind blew here from the distance and blew
away. Farmers are happily working. Whatever she saw were interesting and they made her body
and mind free.

“What a wonderful place the world is!” The princess thought.

She thought how boring the life in the castle was.

She could see mountains in a place. She could see a big river running in another place. The river
had a bridge, which she crossed. She saw a town full of many kinds of houses. Some of the people,
who saw the princess in dirty clothes, felt so sorry for her that they went up to her and said,
“Why are you a beggar though you are so young?”

The princess was at a loss what to say when asked.

“I have neither my parents nor my house.” She answered like this, remembering what the lady
had said before.

A person felt so sorry for her and gave her money. The princess thanked her so much, thinking it
was impolite to requite kindness with ingratitude, though she had enough and didn't need any
money.

After sunset, the princess stayed at a cheap inn for poor travelers like her, where several people
from other countries were staying there.

She enjoyed sitting up late at night, hearing them talk about the interesting and strange stories
they had heard during their travel, and that she had never heard before. A singer, the same age as
her, entertained them, singing many songs to her mandolin.

As the princess also was good at playing the mandolin and singing songs, she decided to continue
traveling from tomorrow as a singer.

It dawned and the sun began to shine in the sky as a beautiful flower. All the travelers, who
stayed at the inn, left there toward several ways. The princess thought of it as a sad and pleasant
thing. She, enjoying the feeling of a singer, made up her mind to leave this town and continue a
free travel far and far.

In the meantime, the beggar, who was left behind in the castle as the princess lived comfortably,
but she was so boring.

“I wonder what the princess is doing now. I'd like her to come back soon.” She was thinking day

and night.



The lady wanted to travel freely in the fields full of flowers, along the streets where she could see
the ocean and the hill covered with green.

She gazed on the beautiful bird, which the princess looked after, in a cage hanged against a pillar.
The bird was still thinking of something in the cage. She approached it and said,

“The bird, you are pining for home, I think. I'll set you free. Fly away at once.”

She let free the bird the princess took care of. After the red, green and blue beautiful bird flew
over the castle with a pretty chirp, it flew away somewhere, skimming over the cloud.

The princess went and went on to a distant place without any destination. When she wanted to
come home, she didn't understand where she was. Even if the princess asked about her country,
nobody knew the name.

“Where is the country? We hear it is far away, but we’ve never visited there, besides we don't even
know if it really exists.” They answered.

The princess got depressed about it. Even though she was free now, she couldn't help
remembering her home. She was pining for home. Whenever she saw the clouds in the evening,
the shadows of birds flying in the sky, she remembered her home and shed tears.

One day, the princess was alone singing a song of hometown, playing the mandolin at the end of a
port facing the sea. It was the south end of an island and many kinds of tall plants had lots of
dark green leaves. Ladies, under the showy and colorful parasols, dressed in thin clothes, were
walking, while Gentlemen, smoking fragrant cigarettes, dressed in white clothes. were walking.

The princess, looking at the surface on the sea shining under the sun, was singing a song with
her whole heart, when she heard a familiar chirp of bird.

The bird, kept carefully by the princess, came back to the south island where it was born , after
leaving the cage and flying freely day and night.

While it was enjoyable flying in the peaceful sky, one day it heard the song the princess sang in
the castle, below the port and went down on a tree nearby.

It was the very princess. As the bird immediately noticed the princess was at a loss which
direction and which way to go, despite she wanted to return to her country. .

“What a beautiful bird it is! It looks like the bird I kept...”
She thought so, looking at it carefully.

The bird at once flew down to the princess and chirped to her, tilting the head.

“Oh, you're the very bird I was looking for. Why did you come here? Though I want to come back to
the castle, I'm at a loss which way to go. Why don't you take me there?” The princess talked to the
bird.
The princess traveled, following the bird.
As the bird stopped on the tip of mast of a ship and called, the princess got on the ship, which
made it's way on the sea. As the bird flew on the beach and stopped on a tree to chirp, the princess
got off the ship. She made her way on the donkey in the desert.
The princess was afraid that whether she could come back to the castle though it was not the road
she used to walk along, but she continued her travel, following the bird. One day, at last she saw
the familiar castle-forest in the distance.

“At last I returned to the castle!” the princess cried unconsciously.

The bird chirped on a branch of tree, as if it were saying,



“You succeeded in getting back to your castle. I guided you to repay for your kindness in the castle.
“I thank you so much.”
The princess raised her eyes filled with tears and looked at the bird carefully. The bird, as if it
were relieved, flew up in the sky and flew away somewhere over the clouds.
Spring had come three times after the princess left the castle. What happened? She found no
gatekeeper. The princess, worrying about the lady, walked into the castle quietly.

“Thanks God! Princess, are you home?”
One of her attendants, looking at her, held her with tears in her eyes.
“I'm happy you look well. By the way, how's the lady doing?”
The princess asked her with tears in her eyes, too.
Her attendant cried, restraining her voice and said,
“Dear, Princess. Sad to say, but last spring, we had guests in the palace and the king ordered the
lady to sing and dance in the feast. She didn’t know such a song and a dance. Not being able to tell
the truth, she jumped into the well to death on the previous day.”
The princess felt sorry for her, thinking the lady died in her place. Coming to the well, into which
she jumped to death, the princess apologized to her deeply. Dark purple wisteria were in full
bloom around the well.(2017.2.19 With Rich Hoo) .
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