The Candle Fire

When I was a child, we lived in a village at the foot of a mountain. We sol

Japanese lanterns and candles.
One evening, a herder came and bought a Japanese lantern and a candl

from us. The herder said,

"Hey, boy, will you light the candle for my lantern?"
As I've never lit match before, I timidly held the end of a matchstick an

rubbed it. Then the matchstick’s edge lit with a blue fire. I shifted the fire tc

the herder's candle.

"Oh, thank you, boy," said him. Then he hung the Japanese lantern on the

cow's side and left there.

I thought it over when I became alone.

----1 wonder until what place the light I lit will be moved. That herder lives at the other side of the

mountain, so the light will also be carried over to another side of the mountain.

The herder might meet other travelers who might be also going to other village.

The traveler might say,

"Excuse me, but will you give me your fire a bit?" and he might be given the cowman's fire to light

their own Japanese lantern. And the traveler would walk up and down to the mountain all the

night.

Then the traveler might have met a lot of people who had drums and bells.

"A child in our village has been deceived by a fox, and he hasn't come home yet. So we are finding

him. Will you mind giving us a bit of your light?" they might say.

They might ask the traveler to give them a bit of light for their long or round Japanese lanterns.

And they might search for the child all over the hills and valley ringing their drums and bells

I have still thought that the fire I had lit for the herder's Japanese lantern would be given a bit to

someon's lantern to someone's.(2016/12/1 With Itaya) Image : Masako Yamamoto
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