A Horn

An old man lived in a countryside by himself. As he couldn’t hear well day by day, he
wrote to his son in a city.

I can’t hear very well now. So buy a tool with which I can hear well
and send it to me.

His son searched here and there, but he couldn’t find a good tool. He
bought a horn and sent it to his father with a letter.

Put this on your ear upside down and listen from the mouth of the horn.

The old man was so glad to use it, but his hearing ability got worse and worse until he was
deaf. He wrote to his son again.

I couldn’t hear with that horn any more, so send me a better one.
The son thought and thought and sent the same horn with a letter.
You can hear my voice with this horn.

The old man put the horn one his ear. He was pleased and said,
‘I can hear. I can hear my son’s dear voice.’

He heard it not with his ear but with his heart.
(2023.4.1 by Kudo: Original by Niimi Nankichi)
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