The Dog and the Flute
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Long, long ago, a young woodcutter, who was called ‘Long Hair’ because he

wore his hair long like a woman, lived in Yamato Province.
He worked hard every day, but in spare moments from his work, he woul
enjoy playing the flute. He was an excellent player, so when he sat on
stump and started playing it, everything around him listened to his music
the grasses swayed, the leaves trembled, and before he knew, he wa
surrounded with birds and animals.
One day when he was playing the flute as usual, a one-leg giant appeare
in front of him.

"You're really good at playing the flute. I've enjoyed listening to your music in my cave every day.
So today I've come here to express my gratitude to you. I'll let you have anything you want."

The woodcutter thought for a while, and answered,

"T like dogs, so give me a dog. "

"You said you want a mere dog? You're a man of great humility. All right, I'll give you a wonderful
dog. "

Saying so, he whistled. Then a white dog ran out of the forest,

"This dog is called ‘Sniff’, because it can sniff anything however far it is. Take good care of the dog!

"

The giant disappeared like a mist. Long Hair came home with the dog delightedly.

A few days later, while he was playing the flute, sitting on the stump, with the dog lying by him, a
one-arm giant appeared in front of him.

"I heard my brother gave you a dog the other day. Well, I've also come here to express my sincere
thanks to you. If you want something, please tell me what you want."

"I want one more dog which is as clever as this dog, Sniff, " he answered.

The giant whistled to call a black dog,

"This dog is called ‘Fly’ because it can fly anywhere with you on its back. Take good care of the
dogs. "

A few days later, when he was sitting on the stump to play the flute, with two dogs lying by him, a
one-eye giant appeared.

"I heard my brothers gave you dogs. I'll also give you a dog as wonderful as your Sniff and Fly. "
The giant whistled to call a dog with black and white spots

"This dog is called ‘Bite’ because it bites any horrible monster to death. Listen! Even if your dogs
go away anywhere far from you, you can call them back by your flute. When they hear your flute,
they will come back as soon as possible. That means, you can't make them return without your
flute. Take good care of your dogs. "

The giant disappeared like a mist. Long Hair happily came home with three dogs.



A month later while Long Hair was walking with three dogs in his
village, two young samurais on horseback came toward him. He asked
the two men,

"Where are you going, sirs?"

One of them said to him,

"Have you heard the news that two princesses of the lord were
kidnapped, and they haven't been found yet. We are looking for them. "
The other samurai added,

"The lord is worried about his daughters so much. He'll give much reward to anyone who'll find
them. If you'll get any news related to the princesses, tell us. "

The two samurais on their horses looked down with contempt at the woman-like woodcutter and
his three dogs, and then left there. The young man thought about that for a while, stroked the
white dog's head, and ordered,

"Hey, Sniff! Sniff at the place where the princesses are caught. "

It sniffed up the wind for a while and barked,

"Bow-wow! The elder princess is caught in a cave where a red ogre lives. "

He rode astride of the black dog, holding the white dog and the black-and-white spotty under his
arms, and ordered,

"Hey, Fly! Fly to the cave where the red ogre lives, "

A scary twister blew before they flew up to the sky. It headed straight to the north.
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In the cave of a mountain, a beautiful princess with a gold comb in her hair was weeping.

He said to her.

"I came here to help you. You are free from the ogre. It's time you came home. Hurry up! "

His three dogs also barked, holding her clothes,

"Hurry up! Bow-wow, bow-wow, bow-wow. "

But she said to him with tears in her eyes, pointing at a recess of the cave,

"A red ogre who kidnapped me is sleeping after drinking. It'll run after me when wakes up. We'll
surely be killed. "

Long Hair smiled at her

"I'm not afraid of the ogre. I'll get rid of it on the spot, " saying so, he patted the black-and-white
dog's back, and ordered,

"Hey, Bite! Bite to kill the red ogre sleeping over there." W I

The dog bared its fangs, ran to the recess swiftly, and jumped at the \PI{: \P;l “

horrible ogre. Soon the dog came back with the ogre's head in its o b

mouth, swinging its tail. \N:P\N T LY
The princess said to the young man,

"Thank you so much. You've saved my life. I'll never forget what

you've done. But I'm worried about my sister. I wonder where and how she is treated now. If

possible, I'd like you to help her, as well. "



The young man ordered the white dog, patting its head,

"Hey, Sniff! Sniff the place where one more princess is caught. "

"Bow-wow! Her younger sister is caught in the cave where a blue ogre lives. "

Long Hair and the princess rode astride of the black dog, holding the white dog and the
black-and-white spotty under his arms, and ordered,

"Hey, Fly! Fly to the cave where the blue ogre lives. "

A scary twister blew before they flew up to the sky. Then it headed straight to the south.
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The blue ogre appeared as soon as Long Hair, the princess and dogs arrived at its cave.
"Welcome, guys. This is my cave. Please make yourself comfortable," the ogre said.
"Well, I've come here just to save the princess you have kidnapped. Unless you'll
bring the princess here immediately, I'll kill you. " The young man ordered loudly
"Don't be so excited. She is in this cave. "

Indeed, a pretty princess with a silver comb in her hair was weeping there. The
two princesses looked at each other, hugged and cried,

"Sig! "

"My baby sis! "

Then three dogs began barking hard.

"Bow-wow! Bow-wow! Bow-wow! "

Suddenly they saw the entrance of the cave close with a huge rock. The ogre laughed at him on
the other side of the rock,

"It serves you right! You'll be dried up to death there in a month. "

They were on the verge of a crisis. Thinking for a few minutes, he began to play the flute with rapt
attention. The ogre, who was at the other side of the rock, was moved by the beautiful sounds. It
wanted to listen to the music clearly, he began pushing the rock a little bit.

When the rock was opened enough for a dog to go through, he stopped playing, and ordered the
black and white spotty,

"Hey, Bite! Bite to kill the blue ogre. "

The dog jumped out of the cave and bit the ogre to death in a flash.
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Long Hair was on his way flying to the capital on the back of the black dog with
two princesses and two dogs. The two princesses took out their combs and stack
the combs in his hair secretly. Then he noticed the two samurais on horseback
whom he had met before. He wanted to tell them his credit proudly. He ordered
the black dog to let him go down. Long Hair told the two samurais the whole story
three giants gave him three dogs, he helped princesses from the ogres with his
dogs, and so on.

Listen to his story, the samurais, without giving any thanks to the young man,

snatched the flute from Long Hair's west, jumped on the black dog, holding twc

princesses and two dogs under their arms, and cried,



"Hey, Fly, Fly to the capital where the princesses' father lives."

The young man was left behind alone. He was at a loss of what to do.

One day while he was sitting on the stump, a strong wind blew to him and his lost flute fell down
from the sky

He heard a familiar voice in the wind,

"I'm an elder princess you helped from the red ogre. I took back your flute from the samurais.
They told lies and got much reward from my father. Play the flute and call your three dogs. "
Then, he heard the younger princess's voice,

"I'm the younger princess you helped from the blue ogre. I'll help you get armed for the battle. "

A gold armor, a silver helmet, a bow and many arrows fell down like rains from the sky.

He played the flute to call back his three dogs.
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Long Hair, who looked like a warrior, was standing with three dogs in front
of the lord.

"I'm ‘Long Hair.’ It was nobody but I who ordered my dogs to kill two ogres
and saved your daughters. Those two samurais standing by your side did
nothing to help your daughters. "

The two samurais said to the lord in confusion,

"Don't believe him. He is telling a lie. We did help out your daughters from
barbarous ogres. "

The lord, looking at the young warrior and the two samurais one after the other, asked his
daughters,

"Who on earth saved you from the ogres? "

"Father, look at the gold and silver combs in the hair of Long Hair. Those are combs you gave us.
It was him, the young warrior, " they answered unanimously.

Two samurais groveled at the feet of the lord and said to him trembling with terror,

"Please spare us our life! It was our trick. "

They were run after by three dogs and ran away from the palace.

He was given much reward and got married to one of the princesses, that is, he became the lord's

son-in-law. We don’t know which one of the princesses he got married to. (2014/07/01 With Itaya)
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