A Man with a Tree on his Head

Long, long ago there lived a man who worked for a rich
family. He worked hard, but he had a weakness for
drinking. He often went on errands for his master to a
neighboring town. There was a teahouse on the border of
the two towns. That was the place he used to drop in to
take a rest on his way back, and if he happened to have a
little money for a cup of sake, he enjoyed drinking, and

taking a nap for a while. The hostess of the teahouse used
to wake him up, saying,

"Tt's getting dark. Wake up, or you'll be scolded by your master." And the man
used to say,

"Oh, my God. It was so careless of me to oversleep." Then he jumped up and
rushed back to town.

One day, after drinking, he was sound asleep on a couch near the entrance of the
teahouse as usual. Then a group of boys came there with some persimmons in
their hands. They started eating persimmons together, and competed to see who
could spit the seeds and hit the couch, where the man was lying asleep. One of the
seeds happened to hit the man’s head, and landed in his hair. A while later, the
hostess of the teahouse woke him up, saying,

"It's getting dark. Wake up, or you'll be scolded by your master."

"Oh, my God. It was so careless of me to oversleep." He jumped up and rushed
back to town with the seed on his head.

Strangely enough, the seed on his head soon sprouted, started growing, and bore
some persimmons. He was pleased to have a tree growing on his head.

A few days later, he visited the teahouse with a persimmon tree on his head.
Pointing to the tree, he said to the hostess,

"Look at the tree on my head. It has some persimmons. They taste good, I assure
you. Will you exchange them for a cup of sake?"

"All right," she said.

After drinking, he fell asleep on the couch as usual. Then the boys came again.
Pointing to the man, who was lying asleep on the couch, the hostess told them a
strange story about the persimmons the man brought her. The oldest boy said,
"Guys, go get a saw. I'll saw the tree ."

"That's a good idea," they said. Thus the tree was cut off with a saw, while the
man was still fast asleep, and only its stump was left on his head. A while later
the hostess of the teahouse woke him up, saying,

"Tt's getting dark. Wake up, or you'll be scolded by your master."

"Oh, my God. It was so careless of me to oversleep." He jumped up and rushed
back to town with the stump on his head.

A few weeks later, he visited the teahouse with the stump on his head.



"Look at the stump on my head. It has some mushrooms around it. They taste
good, I assure you. Will you exchange them for a cup of sake?"

"All right, all right," she said. After drinking, he fell asleep on the couch as usual.
Then the boys came again. Pointing to the man, who was lying asleep on the
couch, the hostess told them a strange story about the mushrooms the man
brought her. The oldest boy said,

"Guys, go get an ax. I'll use it to cut off the stump."

"That's a good idea," they said. The boy worked hard and removed the stump from
the man's head perfectly, while he was still fast asleep. All the boys were satisfied
to see nothing but a big hole left on his head. A while later the hostess of the
teahouse woke him up, saying,

"It's getting dark. Wake up, or you'll be scolded by your master."

"Oh, my God. It was so careless of me to oversleep." He jumped up and rushed
back to town with the hole on his head.

A few months later, he visited the teahouse with nothing but the hole on his head.
"Look at the hole on my head. It has some eels in it. They taste good, I assure you.
Will you exchange them for a cup of sake?"

"All right, all right, all right," she said. After drinking, he fell asleep on the couch
as usual. Then the boys came again. Pointing to the man, who was lying asleep on
the couch, the hostess told them a strange story about the eels the man brought
her. All the boys were disgusted with him, saying, =

"He is a damned fellow! It is no use doing anything to him," t f*
shrugging their shoulders, they disappeared somewhere without 4

doing anything.

The man lived a happy life, exchanging eels for sake to drink,

taking naps on the couch, being woken by the hostess, jumping

up and rushing back to town.

O TEH] @ THiOA] OB ENTZTL X 9,



SRICRE DA

L, NP L—ADOBERBERLOFZTHNTEBY £ L, (LFE
TRV TN, BIEICIEERN W B T L, Fixe, EANDO T HETH
DO ETHMNT TIT Z D H Y F Ui, BT & OBRIC K =0 —#f
HY,IRVEZTZIIEDLIONFE TLE, BlEREBERHDL L, —
MEATIILIZLOBBEZ LE L,
BERBOBNAES M, WOBLIIZFoTHEBZILET,

(LI HPEND L, SoILEX TRV EEANICKRENS X,
ix-ob ZARBEICE 2 E T,

[BolZ, FoZ, LELIEZZEREZEBILTLES, |
LTk xS &, —HBUCHTIZE > TW&E £ L7z,

HHHOZ L TT, —HEKAT, WOBLDEBYVEREDOAY NEOENTO LTS 570 LEIA
ATNDE BADWZT H/IMER, FICFICHAZFF> TP TRkELL, £LT—FIHz&
DL L FERRS TOWDEWTHNT T, X ERIL L THERSWTITH R ST DD 05
LI FE LTz, T2 EMDE RN —DEDEHIIHTZYD , ZOFEDOHFIZASTLENE LT,
LIEGL T2 RBOBNASANBHTE T DLOL I I ERZ LE L,

(L HBREND L, SoSLEZ TRV EEANTKRLND K, |

(BobZ, EoZ W, EELIEZENELBEBILTCLEST, | EWVDOBDOEIITEZD L.
PIXBRITH DO Z R & O T—HEIZHTIZRE > TWE E LTz,

FICAERFE R LI, 202 R EFEZHL, EFAEARELS 2D, DWITIFFEEFITHO E LT,
Wix, SEICHIORRH D L&, ETHLEOE L,

BHB, WITHEICHOKRE DETHRBZINE LIz, iOKREREZL, BOAIAICSVELE,
[BHO EORDORITH N o7, D EFNZ LEHEITAEWV LR, ZOHRTH—MREE I N
o

(DN TT L, | EBAS A,
— I, WOLDEOIZ, EVWTOETIRoTLEWE L, THEWETH/MEZBHNE
t%of%ibtokﬁﬁéhi FWTIZE TV B EEEL T, R NIMOREZE RS
ATz T e, IXREENRSVEL,
F%%%o@_%wéﬁof%wo_@ﬁ%ﬂé%oj

(29 L &9, | EHRARNBENE LT,
SO FOROARZDZED TYILNTH, HITELES ST VIR TWET, YIVERZITRED £
L7z, LIEBLTDE, RROBOLASANPHTE T Db 1cizZ LE L,

(L HBREND L, SoSLEZ TRV EEANTKLND K, |

(BobZ, EoZ W, EELIEZENELBEBRILTCLEST, | EWVDOBDOEIITEZD L.
ﬁi@’ﬂ@%%@&f*ﬁﬁ’ ICR->TWEE LT,

BA%., HITBHICH OO BREZDOETRELZFINE LT,
F@@L@@Uﬁu%@_W@OﬁoOiw_&mfﬁwbﬁo%@CT@*%%&&TM<M
ARV

(AW TT L, WNTT &, | BRI A,
—HEkie ., WOLD LI, EVWTOETIRO-TCLENWELE, THEWVWETH/METZLNE
k%of%ibto%b$éhi\§w¢ CETCWARERELT, RN EDZOREH




R BT &, HFRRFFREVE LT,
(BRI, BOZEE-> TR, ZOUKEEZTLZE, |
(2L LD, | EAHAARDENE L, RKFIEFRL-EDOZETHDOHEN LUV KEEZ XNV S5
XV BREELL, TN THHIT-oT 0 T, HOFHITIE>ND RERIDBHNTNDLHD%
AT, Fbidd ThHie Y,

LIEBL< T2, BEOBMLASADBHTETWOEDO LY IHEEZEI LE LT,

(LI EHPREND L, SoZEETIThWnEFEANTERLND K, |

(BobZ, EaoZ 0, EELEZENREEFRILTLEST, | EVDLEDEIITEZD L.
PITBAIZ R E DI EE—HBUCHTIZR s TWnWE £ LT,

$or A%, IFERICREH T EREEZINE LT,

[BHD EDORIZHI RENRND, D EFNT LFHEITEN LR, 2 RE THEMEEE TUI N2V |
(DN TT L, WNTT L, WWTT R, | EBhASA,

—M I, WHOLDEOIZ, EVWTOETIRoTLENWE L, THEWETH/MEZHNE
TRoTEE L, BOAHEAME, EVTICETWEBE2HEEL T, AN 0N EE
R BT o &, HFRRFFREVE LT,
FHEZBIEH S BITIZHIAESV LTLEY, ZH9EVELE, i ‘
(EHLEI bRVBLEAL. MLTHEDE, | R
TR BIX, BET<HLE, ML LN TEINAToTLENE LT,
Bk, Thrn b, 9T TR T MK L, RONTTREL, BriS
AT Z Eh, BkEE — B EUCHTICE > TWS DT L, ®THEL, T
72 L,




