Crow and a Scarecrow

Takichi, an old farmer, was a master of making scarecrows with straw i

hats on their heads, and a bow and arrow in their hands. Crows and

sparrows kept away from his scarecrow, which wasn't surprising. The old
man had been good at shooting arrows since he was young: he used to

shoot down any little birds he took aim at. He had shot down wild geese _

stopped chirping and flew away when they saw the old man.

As he aged, however, his eyes had gotten worse. And he began missing
his shots at the birds. Yet birds were still scared when they saw his
scarecrows, as they thought they were good shooters like the old man.
Birds lectured to their children,

"Look at that man standing in the field who has an awful bow and arrow. Your grandparents told
me that you'd be shot by him anytime. You'd better not get close to that man."
The young birds were told the warning many times, so they kept away from the scarecrow.

The next harvest season came, and Takichi made a new scarecrow. The birds that were once

little were now mother birds, and said to her own little ones likewise,

“Those are the terrible things that men have: a bow and arrow.”

They continued telling their child-birds the awful story they had been told. That was why birds
flew near the old man's fields as little as possible.

However, a crow who had never heard the warning, flew to the scarecrow and perched on its head,
shouting,

"Caw! Caw!"

And pecked the scarecrow on its head.

The sparrows were dumfounded when they looked at the scene, then at last said,

“Why! nothing happened when the crow perched on it!”

They all flew down toward the scarecrow and found out its true identity, which had deceived them
for a long time.

“How can this bent bamboo harm us?”

The sparrows said, perched on the bow.

That night, the old man's son, who had recently come back from a trip, said to his father,

“These days, there isn't a scarecrow which has a bow and arrow. In any rice paddies and fields,
there stands a brave scarecrow which has a rifle.”

The old Takichi said to his son,

“Well, I see. You mean in old days, birds knew about a bow and arrow, but today's birds don’t know
about them.”

The old man made a scarecrow which had a rifle instead, and showed it to his son.

“Look! This looks nice, doesn't it?”

“Indeed, you did it well,” his son said.

Sparrows saw the new scarecrow and were frightened. Mother sparrows said to their little ones,

“That is a rifle. When you go near to it, all of you will be shot to death. Bang!”



However, once more the crow came and perched on the new scarecrow.

Seeing this, the old man leaned his head to one side.

“What is that crow doing?”

The crow then said, laughing at him.

“I know it can't shoot at anything. Idiot! Idiot!”

Other birds were impressed by the crow's courage. They had teased the crow before but now they
called it ‘the wisest bird’. Sparrows despised the scarecrow and ate up all the rice in the fields.
But one day, all of them were shot down by the old man’s son, with a real rifle.

Anyhow, you can't easily distinguish the wise from the foolish. (2014.5.1 With Itaya:corrected by
Brittany Hardwicke on 2015.12.26)



o EML

BEBEOKRE CWS AT, HE2nsD, FITHRER > T THDH 0300
LEEDZAANT LI, ORI TOE, 2 Lo TIEFI &£
ATLTZ, ZNHZDIETTT, BLWSAITEDREGNE 52O ON
EFT, CARNSRETH, WX, 6TH%ELLEDOTT, ¥ D%

NEERBRLTLEVE L,

LU, BHEWICIIBTT, BLLEAE, BRELS 20 HO A&
<V ELE, TNTH, Bebld, 2 Laeidé, BLWIAD X
Y7 BTSN L BTN Y £ LT,

BN NBTZBIZEVE LT,

[HOMINL> TVDAET DA, BLWSA, BEHIANLE W, BALVWERES I LD T,
WOFRATETHLELZ D bHNRNDE, HOANDZIXITIFT> TUTWITEEA K, |
INBSTEBIITELEEZRESNDOT, ) LIRS EHATLE,

FIMBEDEICZDE L, KECWEAITH LW LEED £ Lz, EFEO/NSTEHIFBEIC
720, RACEIITNEBREBIZENE LT,

(D NS> TWDDONRESL LNWERTT L,

BlEbIZES T BREWERAS LWiEa it bicltEE Lz, b, BbiktesZirkl
WS ADMITEFLRNE I LE L,

EZAN, MENETIEINETR, LD EZAITRATHS T, ZOHD EIZIEEY F L,
(BT VAT V] EIBERNL, M LOEEESOEE LT,
FTTOEHIFINERTEERS LE LA, LEWITIE,

2TV DB THRIEESTHMBEZ GRS ! | EE5T, PO LICROBD L, £L T,
W, ARbazZE LTV EERE B £ L7,

(ZAZe, RS STBNZi D AT, ) EE- T, T30S HIEEY E L,
BLWIADETFNHRNBERERS TRE LT,

I, BREFF T2 LA TRy, EZOHAMZICHLMCbEmE R =B E LWL
PALHo>TWNDH, ] EEVWELL,

KECWIAFEFIZTEVWE LT,

(2B, 290, BOBIIEREZMSTVANR, SOETMBERN, 592 LD

BLWE AL, DOV ICEREFF> T2 LEED £ LT,

(572, BTN ! ZThibnniEs ) 2|

BLWSAUITEFIZREE LT,

(bdH, L TETHRb, ]

FTTOEBITH LN LERTEZENDE L, BT TOIEFT T LELE,
[Hdskfig T &k, LIS EX RV EBEERINTLEVET X,

EZAN, MENDONL TN TRT, 20 LD EIZIEEDY F LT,
(DN Z2 L TWDHATE? ]

BLWSAUTEZBITE L,

MOTIFERNRRLEWNE LT,




o TWD L, TARLOTIE, MLBETRNVE, Sh 131
MDOE-BIEENLTORRUCELLE Lz, WEETEEIZENTWENLT N, 4% [—FH O
Bl tEbhaLoc20E L TFD6E0 0 LEIENC L THAZOREZTEDL LE LT,

EZAN, HHH. TTOLELIEIARAR, BLWSADEFICAY OB TELER SN E L,
ZbZbH, BEEMOERZTBO00REDTT,



