The Story of a Priest who abandoned his son and helped his mother

Long, long ago, in the reign of an Emperor, the Yodo-river (in

Osaka prefecture) swollen with a storm surge made many E' “
houses in the neighborhood carry away. Then there lived a '

priest who had great affection for his five or six-year-old G

clever and good-natured son. ‘\

The priest's house was also carried away in this high tide.

Leaving his old mother and beloved son behind in his house,
he was confused with the panic. In the meantime, his son was m

swept downstream. So was his old mother floating or
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sinking,100 meters downstream.

This priest, seeing a pale boy flowing by in front of him, cried,
“He must be my son.”
He swam hastily to him. The boy was indeed his son. He held his son with his one hand
delightedly and nearly swam to the shore with his other hand, when he saw his mother drowning
and flowing away.
As there was no means of helping both of them, the priest let go his son's hand and swam to his
flowing mother in order to help her, thinking ‘I can have another baby if I'm alive, but if I lost
sight of my mother, I'll never be able to see her.

His old mother's life was rescued, though she drank too much water.
The wife of the priest rushed there and grieved, saying this,
‘What a foolish thing you’ve done to kill our beloved son and to help an old woman who may die
today or tomorrow, such as a dead tree!
The priest said to his wife, soothing her.
‘It’s true, but though you say she will die tomorrow, the mother is more important than the child.
We can have another baby if we are alive, so you don’t have to grieve too much.” However, she kept
on crying.
By the way, they had the mercy of the Buddha, who might have thought how
admirable he was to help the old mother. Hearing the boy was helped in the
lower part of the river, the parents and their son were pleased with one another.
At night, a strange noble priest appeared in his dream and praised him, saying
‘Your deed was excellent.” and he woke up. (2017/12/9)
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