A APY

A Lamp Night

Characters:  Elder sister

Younger sister

Traveler

Thief who talk big

Boy
Place: A house near a forest. A small study room for sisters
Time: A Windy night in early spring

(Sisters facing each other are studying at a table under a desk lamp. There are primroses in a pot
on the desk.)

(The sound of the wind)

Y.S: What a strong wind!

(The sound of the train)

Y.S: Nine o’clock up-train?

E.S: No, it’s eight-ten down-train.

Y.S: I wish my father and mother would come home earlier.
(The desk lamp went out.)

Y.S: I wonder if it’s a blackout.

E.S: The light bulb may have burned out.

(She turns the switch.)

Y.S: It must be a blackout. Oh, my! What should we do?
E.S: Soon it will come on, so keep staying still.

(A short interval)

Y.S: It won’t come on. The wind must have cut the electric wire.

E.S: I don’t know.



Y.S: Look, something pale is twinkling over there.
E.S: Where?

Y .S: Over there, across the window.

E.S: It’s a marsh. A moonlight is reflecting it. Fantastic! I can compose a poem.

Y.S: Oh, dear! I don’t like a romantic girl. Sister, why not set my father’s lamp on fire?

E.S: I wonder if there is a little oil left in it.
Y.S: It must have the oil left.

(Elder sister stands up and walks along the wall. She leaves the stage.)

Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:
E.S:

Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:

E.S:

(She hums “Spring has come.”)

(Elder sister, with a lamp, comes back.)

Thank you. Did you find it easily?

I got on the chair, but I couldn’t get it. So I got on the table. I nearly kicked down the
picture of Yuki-boy my father had taken. Keep it secret.

(She lights the lamp.)

I thought this kind of old lamp was useless, but it is useful at a time like this, isn’t it?

It is true that old things are charming. Made in France?

Yes. I heard my father had bought it at a antique shop in a back street alley when he made a
first voyage to Marseille. He said it was made in the era of Louis 14,

(A short interval)

A long time before, we have lit this lamp, haven’t we?

Yes, we have. | remember that frogs were croaking at that time.

It was about in the end of Spring. A butterfly came into from the window and fluttered
around the lamp.

Yes, it was. As it was floating around me, I couldn’t read a book. So I got angry. When I
hit it down with my plastic sheet, you felt sorry for it.

Why could you do such a cruel thing? You easily lose your temper. When a rose flower
started to fall, you said it was the end and quickly pulled it out. When Chopin’s piece was
streaming on the radio, you said you were going to study and turned it off.

You are a dreamer, but I’'m a realist. I’ll be surely rich in the future.

What a foolish thing you say! Oh, I remember! When we used the lamp a long time

ago, Yuki-boy, who had been still alive, begged, “I’d like to light a match.”

Yes, it’s true. Yuki-boy was a second year student at an elementary school. He had just
learned how to light a match and timidly lit a match with the edge of it.

At first he failed and threw it away, which fell on the cover of the desk and burned a little. I
wonder if there is still the trace. (She finds.) This may be it.

It must be. Two years have already passed since Yuki-boy died. Time flies like an arrow.

Ah, and we did ‘that’, didn’t we?



Y.S: What is ‘that’?

E.S:
Y.S:
E.S:

Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:
E.S:

Y.S:
E.S:

Say! Shadow pictures. We projected it on the wall, didn’t we?

Yes, we did.
Why not try it again? [ wonder if I can do it. (She puts her hands together.) Say, please

fold a triangle hat with the paper and put it on my hands. (Young sister does it.) Oh, thank
you. Nice! A traveler who wanders in a lonely field.
Traveler, Traveler
Hurry on his way
Sound of wave on the seashore
Chirp of Cicada in a forest.......

I made a thief at that time.

But he looked like a thief who couldn’t do a bad thing. His hands were very big.

Yes, he could. He had a threatening figure. I wonder if I can make him again. (She tries)
Look! I made it. I am good at making it. Don’t you think so?

It looks like a thief who is surprised to see a rooster. Yuki-boy also made something, didn’t
he?

Yes. He had small hands, so he couldn’t make it however hard he tried. He cut a picture
from a book of fairy tale and projected it. That was the best thing.

I remember. It was a picture of ‘A boy who has no house.” With a monkey and a dog, a
harp on his shoulder, the orphan, Rummy is traveling in order to find his mother. Yuki-boy
spoke it very well.

(The doorbell rings.)

Someone came.

Who is it at this time?
(She leaves the stage with the lamp and returns at once with a traveler.)
(Younger sister stares at him.)

Who? My sister.

I don’t know, either.

Traveler: I’'m a traveler. I lost my way. When I just came to the small pond, I caught a sight of a

Y.S:

small light and visited here. I like this kind of lamp’s light. Watching it makes me very
nostalgic. Please let me take a little rest here.
(Elder sister brings a chair from near the wall and lets him be seated.)

Your hat is funny. It’s triangular. I have ever seen it before.

Traveler: I have also seen you two somewhere.

Y.S:

(He looks around the room.) It’s not somewhere but in this room. I have once come to this
room. At night, five or six years ago.........

What a strange thing you say!



E.S: By the way, where is your house?

Traveler: I have no house. I am always traveling.

Y.S: So, you are alone, aren’t you?

Traveler: Yes, [ am. But I have my friends anywhere. The children who lost their mothers, who
are sick, who dream a lot are my friends. Such children feel so lonely and they project
shadow pictures on the walls or the fences. I go there and encourage them at that time.

E.S:  Will you go to any country?

Travelers: Yes, I will. I went to Russia, Hungary, Denmark, Germany, France and Arabia. I’ll go

to another countries,too. Any country has poor children and children who love fantasy.
And any country has the walls or the fences. I have a great number of friends.

E.S:  But you don’t look happy.

Traveler: I saw lots of things. I know so many things, which makes a man sad.

E.S:  You look tired.

Traveler: Yes, I’m tired.

E.S:  So, why not relax yourself here? Soon my mother will come back, when you’ll be served

a cup of tea.

Traveler: Thank you for your kindness. But [ am busy. I must go.

Y.S:  Why do you hurry to go?

Traveler: I don’t know why. My heart orders me to go so.

E.S:  Are you looking for anything?

Traveler: Yes, I am.

Y.S: What are you looking for? Did you lose a canary or else?

Traveler: No, I didn’t. I don’t know what I’m looking for.

Y.S:  It’s strange that you’re looking for what you don’t know.

Traveler: Yes, it is. But it’s our destiny.

Y.S:  Ours?

Traveler:You two and me and all human beings.

Y.S: Our sisters, too?

Traveler: I think so.

Y.S: It’s strange. We have a house and we live here.

Traveler: I don’t think it’s strange.

Y.S:  Ithink it’s strange.

Traveler: It isn’t strange.

Y.S: How obstinate you are! Don’t look at me like that!

Traveler: So I must say a goodbye. I must go now.

(He stands up.)

E.S:  Please take care of yourself and come to see us again.



Traveler: I’ll come again when you lit the lamp.
(Elder sister sends him off.)
(A thief wearing big gloves came into the room from the window.)

Y.S:  So surprised. Who are you?

Thief: I’'m a thief.

Y.S: 1It’s foolish that you say by yourself, “I’m a thief.” If you are a thief, how stupid you are!

Thief: I’'m not stupid.

E.S:  It’s funny that you say by yourself you aren’t stupid.

Y.S:  Can you steal anything in such an unsuitable clothes? What big army gloves you wear!
First of all, you have so childish face in spite of a thief. Nobody are afraid of you unless
you have thick mustache.

Thief: Don’t I have it?

E.S:  You’ve no mustache.

Thief: Oh, no. I dropped it again. I bought it for three-sen.

Y.S: Is it false mustache?

Thief: Yes, it’s wonderful and makes me a thief.

(He draws a figure of eight knot under his nose.)

It’s called ‘bandit mustache.” Look, I found it over there.
(He picks it up under the window and put it on his face.)
How about? Are you scared?

Y.S: It’s funny.

Thief: Give me 100-yen.

Y.S: TIdon’t have it. ’'m not scared at all.

Thief: Then 90-yen.

Y.S: Idon’thave it.

Thief: Then 50-yen.

Y.S: Idon’thave it.

Thief: Then 10-yen.

Y.S: Idon’thave it.

Thief: Then 1-yen.

Y.S: Idon’thave it.

Thief: Then 10-sen.

Y.S: Idon’thave it.

Thief: Then 1-sen.

Y.S: Idon’thave it.

Thief: Then 0-sen.

Y.S: Here you are. (She makes a circle with her fingers and gives it to him.)



Thief: (He pretends to get and put it into his pocket.) It’s so small, but I’'m satisfied tonight.
E.S:  What a funny thief you are!

Y.S:  You’re a stupid thief.

Thief: I’m not stupid. I have 100 followers.
Y.S: 100 followers?

E.S:  What kinds of followers do you have?
Thief: Ishikawa-Goemon.

Y.S: And?

Thief: Nezumikozo-Zirokichi.

Y.S: And?

Thief: Arsene-Lupin. Robin Hood.

Y.S: And?

Thief: G-men. Al-Capone. King-Coffg, Norakuro-Corporal. Edokko-Ken-chan.

Susume-Fuku-chan, and so on.

E.S: Unbeleivable!

Thief:

Are you surprised? I have also a pistol. Do you want to see it?

Y.S: Yes, I want to see it.

Thief: This is it. (He takes out a toy pistol and shows it.)

Y.S:
Thief:
Y.S:
E.S:
Thief:
Y.S:
E.S:
Y.S:
E.S:
Y.S:
E.S:

Y.S:
Boy:
E.S:
Boy:
E.S:

Y.S:

That is a toy. Have you ever used that?
Not yet. I’ll use it when I break into London-bank.
How big you talk!
You are a lonely traveling thief who talk big.
Hey, good-bye. I’ll come again. (He leaves out of the window.)
Several strange people come this night. I’ve seen that thief before, too.
I think so,too. Oh, be quiet!
What?
Someone coughed at the door.
Who?
It sounded like a child. (She goes to the door and opens. A boy with a harp on his
shoulder comes in.)
How cute this visitor is!
(He coughs). Coff, Coff.
Come here. Do you have a cold?
Yes.
It’s so cold. Come near to this fire.
(The boy goes there.)

Please sit down instead of standing.



E.S:

Boy:

E.S:

Boy:

E.S:

Boy:

Y.S:
E.S:

Boy:

E.S:

Boy:

E.S:

Boy:

E.S:

Boy:
Y.S:

E.S:

Boy:

E.S:

Boy:

E.S:

Boy:

E.S:

Boy:
Y.S:
Boy:

E.S
Y.S

Boy:
Y.S:

(The boy sits down.)
Bring down the thing on your shoulder. (She helps him.) What’s this?
It’s a harp. (He takes his gloves off and put them on the desk.)
It’s unique. I saw it for the first time.
(He looks around restlessly.) I can’t find that child.
Who is that child?
That child. I don’t know his name.
Does it mean Yuki-boy?
It may be so. (She asks the boy.) Do you mean “our brother”?
Yes.
Yuki-boy has been dead.
Is he dead?
Yes. Two years ago.
Where did he go?
He is dead.
And where did he go?
He doesn’t know what it is to be dead.
Well, (To the boy.) Being dead means ‘finding him nowhere.’ If you put a paper into a
fire, it will burn and disappear, won’t it? Being dead is the same. What happens after that?
We don’t know, too.
So is he nowhere?
Nowhere.
He plays ‘hide-and-seek’ and hides somewhere and never appears however long we waits.
Is it the same?
Yes. However long you wait.

It’s boring. I came to play with him. I wanted to play the harp for him and talk about a
dog and a monkey with him. And I wanted to talk too much about my traveling the
countries in France.

We also want to listen to you.
It’s boring without him.
I don’t like such a sad face. It makes us sad, too.

I wanted to fly a kite or pick out the horsetails on the bank with him. It’s boring.

I wanted to ride on a swing with him.

There is still the swing on which Yuki-boy played in the back garden.



Boy: If a skylark had flown up from the pine-wood, I would have sung ‘The skylark-song’
with him.
Y.S:  Surely it’s in Spring now. Spring has come! But it’s so cold tonight like in Winter.
Boy:  Coff-Coff. I’ll come back. (He stands up.)
E.S: It is blowing hard outside. Why not staying with us this night?
Boy: But I must go to France. I have no time to kill.
Y.S: How about going there on my father’s ship? My father is the captain of ‘Belte Ship’.
Boy: I must say goodbye now.
Y.S:  Why?
Boy: Soon the light will come on.
E.S:  It’s nice to be light, isn’t it?
(The light comes on.)
It came on. So dazzling!
Boy: I’ll go. (He puts the harp on his shoulder.)
E.S: Do you really go?
Boy: Yes. Good-bye.
E.S: Please come here again.
Boy:  No, I'll not come.
Y.S:  Why? The traveler, the thief said that they would come again.
Boy:  But I’ll never come here again.
Y.S:  Why do you say such a sad thing?
Boy: Because that child is nowhere.
E.S:  Yuki-boy?
Boy: Yes.
(Elder and Young sister see him sorrowfully for a while.)
Y.S: T’ll give you this flower.
(She pulls off a primrose and put it in his pocket.)
Boy:  Thank you so much. Coff-Coff-Coff.
E.S:  Take care of yourself!
(She opens the door. He leaves. She looks out of the door for a while. Soon she closes the
door and comes back. She sits down.)
He’s gone.
(A short interval.)
Y.S: The wind became mild.
E.S:  Yes. My ears are strange. It seems that I can still hear the coughing of that boy.
Y.S:  Ican also hear it. A weak coughing. Coff-Coff.
(A short interval.)



Y.S:
E.S:

Y.S:
E.S:
Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:

E.S:

Y.S:

Ah! He left his glove.
Oh my goodness. If I run after him, I’1l catch up with him.
(She stands up.)
Look! I remember this. This is surely the glove of Yuki-boy.
You’re right. It’s Yuki-boy’s. “Yukita’ is sewed here with threads. I sewed it.
Yuki-boy’s glove.......
(A short interval.)
(She sits down.) I understood.
Me, too.
They were shadow pictures.
Yes. The first traveler is the shadow picture you made. The next thief is mine. And this
boy is an orphan of Yuki-boy. We were seeing their ‘illusions’.
Yes.
(A car horn.)

My parents came home.
(They stands up.)

(2022.12.27 Kudo: Original by Niimi Nankichi)
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