A Tree of Last year

A tree and a bird were really good friends. The bird was singing on w
the branch of the tree all the day, while the tree was hearing the "
bird singing all the day.

The cold winter was coming nearer, so the bird had to depart from
the tree.

“Good-by, Miss bird. Let me hear your song again next year.” said the
tree.

“Please look forward to me.” saying so, the bird flew toward the south.

Spring came again. The snow in the fields and mountains disappeared.
The bird came back to her friend, the tree she had left the previous year.
‘What’s the matter with the tree?” There was no tree but the root of the tree.
“Where did the tree go?”
The bird said to the root.
The root said to her,
“A woodman cut down the tree and carried it toward the valley.”
She flew toward the valley and found a big factory. She heard wood cut with a saw.
The bird flew down on a gate of the factory and said to the gate,
“Mr. Gate. Do you know what happened to my friend tree?”
“The tree was chopped into small pieces and sold to the village over there as a match.”
The bird flew toward the village.
She found a girl beside a lamp and said to her,
“Hello, do you know a match?”
The girl said,
“The match was burned, but the fire lit by it is glittering now.”
The bird stared at the fire in the lamp.
She sang the song she had sung the previous year. The fire looked so pleased, swinging
the flame.
She finished singing and stared at the lamp fire for a while. Then she flew away
somewhere. (2023.2.5 Kudo: Original by Niimi Nankichi)
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