The Old Men Under the Pine Trees

Long, long ago there lived a beautiful lady in an island in the southern part ol -

Japan.

One day when she was washing clothes in a river, a famous priest passed by her.

He said to her in a low voice, _ _ —

"You are young and beautiful but you have only another three years to live =
in." _ )

She was so surprised at his words that she told the whole story to her parents on g |1\ I". %
coming back home. %

"It's so bad. You must find the priest again to ask him for your long life."
She went out to find him and said to him,
"Mr. Priest. What shall I do to live a long life?"
"That's too bad. I know one's life, but I can't prolong it."
She was so shocked to hear it and burst into tears.
"Don't cry. Well, I'll teach you a good news." said the priest. "If you go straight to the North about
40 kilometers, you'll find a high mountain, which is 1000 meters high. Climb the mountain up
and down, and you'll find another mountain, which is 2000 meters high. Climb the mountain up
and down, and you'll find another mountain, which is 3000 meters high, and three big pine trees
at the foot of the mountain. One is 20 meters high, another is 30 meters high and the other is 40
meters high. You'll find three old men under the pine trees. Two are playing Go(Japanese chess).
The other one with his gray beard is reading a book. If you go to them and treat them
Sake(Japanese alcohol) as long as they are satisfied. When they are satisfied at your treat, you
can ask them for your long life."
Hearing this, she felt so happy.

On the next day, she started her journey toward the North with a bottle of Sake.
She walked and walked,and found the first mountain. She climbed it up and down and the second
mountain up and down until she found the third mountain. She found the three tall pine trees at
the foot of the mountain, under which she found three old men.
It was true that the two were playing Go and the one was reading a book, but they never moved as
if they were sleeping.
"What shall I do?" thought she.
She also felt like sleeping after waiting for them to move for a long time.
She at last fell asleep leaning against the pine tree.
Many years have passed since she fell asleep. Even now she is sleeping under the pine
tree.(2002.08.13)
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