The Sightseeing of the Festival

The Festival of Kamo Shrine in Kyoto is one of the most
famous ones in Japan. Not only Kyoto citizens but also
people from all over the country come to see the gorgeous
festival parade, so that the streets are filled with sightseers
that day.

Long, long ago, there lived an old man who had been the
village mayor. He wanted to see the Kamo Festival parade.

"I'm afraid the streets will be crowded," he thought, "it will

be very hard for an old man like me to enjoy seeing it."
After a long thought, a good idea flashed into his mind. He
left his house before dawn and put up a bulletin board by the street. It was as followed:

This is the place where an old man will see the parade.

Nobody is allowed to be here.

He went back home, and waited for the time the parade would pass through.
Soon after dawn, people began to gather in front of the board one after another.
"There stands a bulletin board," said a man, "this must be put up for a person of high rank. It says,
‘This is the place where an old man will see...,' by the way, who is an old man?"
"He may be the former emperor, Yozei-In," said the other.
"You're right. He must have made his men put it up for him to see the parade." said the former.
Everyone there nodded their heads.
"Everyone, not a soul should be prevent him from watching the parade!" said the latter.

After the people left from the place, there was some room around the board. Soon the old man,
who was well dressed, appeared in front of the board, sat there and fanned himself. People
watching him thought he must be a retainer of Yozei-In, who would soon show up there.

The graceful parade passed away slowly before them but the former emperor never appeared.
"The man must be just an ordinary old man. We have been easily taken in by the bulletin board,"
said the people.

The rumor reached the former emperor. He ordered his men to call the old man to the palace.

He asked the old man,

"Why did you put up the bulletin board saying, ‘This is the place where the former emperor will
see the parade.”?"

The old man answered modestly,

"I am now over 80 years old. I'd thought I'd be too old to enjoy seeing the festival parade for years,
but I desperately wanted to see the parade this time as my grandson was allowed to join the
parade as a retinue. I wanted to get a glance at him in his full retinue dress. But my concern was
the crowded streets. I was afraid I would be stamped to death in the crowdedness. That's the
reason I put up such a bulletin board there to get some room for me. Believe me, I never wrote
‘This is the place where Yozei-In will see the parade’. I just wrote‘This is a place where an old man
will see the parade.™

The former emperor smiled and said,



"If you had written your name and address on the bulletin board, people would have pulled it
down immediately. You're clever."
After all, the old man went home with impunity.(2014.4.1 With Itaya)
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