The Woman who lost her Husband

Long, long ago there lived a woman in a country. Her parents took
her husband in marriage but he suddenly died. So they tried to
make their daughter remarry another man.

Hearing this, she said to her mother,

"If I had the destiny to live with my husband until death, he should
not have died. I had fate that I couldn't live with him until he died.
Even if I have another husband, my fate will make me lose him again. Now please stop this kind
of talk."

Though her father heard this from his wife, he persuaded her into remarriage,

"I'm so old that I'll die soon. Then how do you live by yourself?"

She said to her parents,

"There are a brace of swallows in this house which have their brood in the nest. If you kill the
male swallow and release the female which you mark on and she should come back next year with
another male, you can arrange second marriage for me. Even animals will never remarry another
after the partners die, much less human we human beings have heart."

Hearing this, her parents said,

"Well, let's try!"

Her father caught the couple of swallows and killed the male, while he let go the female whose
neck he tied a red thread.

Next spring, they waited for the swallow with the red thread to come back, but she had no partner.
She flew away in the end of summer without laying an egg.

Watching this, her parents said,

"Indeed, you're right."

They lost the feeling to make her remarry.(2017.3.2: Corrected by Rich Ho)
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