The Next World of a Lazy Old Man

Long, long ago there lived an lazy old man in a village. He'd hated to move his
arms and legs, or speak to others since he was a child as he loved to keep still by

himself.

festival was held, he had no feeling to see it. He was sitting still all the day,
huddling himself.

As he got older, he became lazier and lazier. He'd never taken a pair of laid

hibashiin a charcoal brazier. However, nobody hated him, though he was a lazy fellow. He was
basking in the sun all day long, yet he could somehow make ends meet.

Although he was a man of few words, he was naturally a good man. But if people spoke to him, he
made a nuisance of himself. "It's windy day. So I don't want to go out." Because he was sensitive to
cold.

He was a grouchy man, but he liked children. He was a lazy man, so he never talked a funny story
to children, but he always smiled at them.

The children played around him, saying, "Grumps, Grumps."

While the old man doze off, the children put a piece of paper on his head, or put up a flag on his
back, and giggled. However, he never showed a displeased look.

Nobody escapes from death. The day he'd pass away at last came. As he did nothing wrong in this
world, he could go to Paradise.

The Buddha said,

"You were too lazy in this world. Although you did nothing wrong to others, or nothing good to
others, you were kind to children. So I'll grant you only one wish of yours."

The old man thought with his head tilted, and said,

"Dear. Buddha, I never expect to return to the former world as a human being. I want to easier
and more comfort one."

The Buddha laughed at the old man's laziness, and thought what was suitable for him. But it was
difficult for the Buddha to find out.

At first, the Buddha thought to make him a snake. But snakes were sensitive to the cold in winter,
so it wasn't suitable for the old man. The Buddha thought and thought,

"T'll make him a cloud." It is floating in the endless sky without any intention every day. So it is
most suitable one for a lazy man like him. But when it is blowing hard, it must break into a run.
So this is not suitable for him, either.

The Buddha was at a loss. He thought and thought until at last he made the old man the
following one.

It was far in the warm sea in the South where nobody visited. The Buddha made him seaweed
that was floating softly behind rocks in the sea. All day it was floating gently on the surface of sea.
The sun was shining warmly on it. The shadow of waves was shining brilliantly.

Birds rarely flew over that small island, where neither a person nor an animal lived. Even black
smoke from a ship was not seen. Only flowers of an orchid on a rock smelled dimly and were

fluttering down in the calm and warm wind.



Like this, a day, a decade, 20 years, a hundred years and two hundred years had passed. But
there, from sunrise to sunset, the same scenery had kept on.(2017.1.1 With Itaya)
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