Rat and Black Kite

Long, long ago, there lived two men in the countryside who had been close
friends ever since childhood. Both men had a special ability: they could turn
themselves into any kinds of animals.

One day, they talked about their special ability. One of the men said,

“We can turn ourselves into any kinds of animals. So why not make money by

using our ability?"

"Do you have any good ideas?” the other one asked.

“Yes, I have an idea to make money,” answered the first man.
Soon they decided to put the idea into practice. One of them transformed into a gorgeous-looking
black horse and the other became a horse owner.

They came to a town nearby. The horse owner, pulling the reins of the horse, shouted aloud to sell
his horse.

“Don't you need a horse? This is one of the most wonderful horses in this country.”

Hearing this, a lot of people gathered around the horse.

“Indeed, it 1s a good horse,” those presented there said in one voice, and each one set a price on it
“How about selling it to me for 2 ryo?”

“Sell it to me. I'll buy it for 4 ryo.”

“I'll buy it for 8 ryo.”

“T'll buy it for 10 ryo.”

At last a rich merchant bought the false horse for 12 ryo. He was so pleased to get such a nice
horse and put it in his stable. He gave it a lot of grass and straw to feed.

The next morning, however, he couldn't find the horse in his stable. He told his servants to search
of the town everywhere for the missing horse. But all their efforts were for nothing.

In the meanwhile the two men were enjoying drinking and eating with the profit.

“We won't need to work hard anymore because we've invented such a nice business. ”

Soon they spent their last money, and went to another town to do the same trick.

“Don't you need a horse? This is one of the most wonderful horses in this country.”

People who saw the horse exclaimed.

“There came a nice horse.”

A rich landlord bought it for 15 ryo. As he had heard the rumor that a nice horse in a town had
disappeared overnight, he tied the horse to a post with a rope and nailed the door of the stable
tightly to prevent his horse from running away.

However, the next morning, just as he feared, the horse was missing. He wondered how the horse
could run away from the tightly nailed door. He checked the length and breadth of the stable and
found nothing but a spider on its web. When he tried to rush the spider between his fingers and
thumb, it changed into a man in a moment.

“What an outrageous crook you are!”

The landlord tied the spider-man's hands behind his back and took him to the guardhouse. The

crook was pronounced a sentence of death as he got much money by cheating people.



At last, the day the spider-man would be killed came. Just when he was about to be
hanged, he asked the officers at the execution ground.

“I'm quite resolved to die as I committed several crimes. But will you allow me tc
climb up that tall pole before I'm killed? This is the last request I will ever make ol
you,” saying so, he looked up at a tall bamboo pole.

“If it's your last request, I'll grant your wish. But can you really climb it ?” one of the

officers said.
“Watch me!”
As soon as he was untied and taken in front of the pole, he turned into a rat in a twinkle and
began to climb up. The rat, at the top of the pole, looked around, and squeaked. Then a black kite
suddenly appeared, flew down, caught the rat with its bills and flew away.

The officers at the spot were taken aback and spoke no words.

A month later, they were talking with each other over drinking and eating, As they had spent all
their money again, they decided to try one more time.

“Let's try again. I'll be a horse this time,” one said.

“But if we failed, we’ll be killed without fail,” the other warned.

They chose the next place far from the first and the second towns. So that they believed their trick
would escape recognition.

“Don't you need a horse? This is one of the most wonderful horses in this country.”

But the rumor had already spread among the people in this town. They did not fail to notice the
swindlers, and tried to catch them in a trap. The two swiftly sensed danger: the horse changed
itself into a rat and the man who had reined the horse changed into a kite. But, alas, the rat was
eaten by a cat, while the kite was shot to death. (2014/10/1 With Itaya)
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