Lady Bandits

Long, long ago there lived a group of bandits in a deep
mountain of Tohoku region. They broke into numerous shops

and large houses, sometimes hurting or killing the inhabitants

group lived a luxurious life in a magnificent house as if he

were an emperor or a king.

One day he said to his men,

“I made up my mind to see the sights of the Capital in Kyoto.
Take care of my house during my absence and never make a quarrel and mind your own
business.”

He selected five men as his attendants, making them wash their body clean, shave off their
mustache and put themselves into nice clothes.

The Boss said to them,

“You look nice. I go there as a millionaire in Osyu(Tohoku). So accompany me as such. In the
Capital, you can’t be too careful in speaking words and behaving yourselves. Never reveal your
nature.”

As soon as they reached the Capital, the leader rented a huge house in the downtown, where his
men lived together. They enjoyed themselves very much by seeing the sights, going shopping or
eating delicious foods. Seeing them, the people there were much surprised to say this, “It's true
that he is a millionaire in Osyu. We have never imagined there is such a rich man in Osyu.” His
rumor spread throughout the Capital.

One day when the leader, accompanied by his men, was taking a walk in the neighborhood and
passing by a huge but a little broken house, he happened to see a young lady playing Kemari, (or
a game popular among the aristocracy during the Heian period in Japan) with a child by the gate.
As the ball came rolling to him by chance, he picked it up and handed it to the lady.

She said to him,

“I'm sorry to trouble you.” She thanked him.

He said to himself on his way home.

‘What a beautiful lady she is! I have never thought that there is a beautiful one in this world.” He
was so impressed by her beauty and attitude. He fell in love with her at the first sight.

‘How wonderful it is if I can marry this kind of a beauty! I'm a bandit whereas she may be a
daughter of some nobleman. My status is quite different from hers. What shall I do?”

The leader asked his men for advice,

“You are our leader. Be brave! Don't hesitate. Go for broke!” one of his men said.

“If T visit her without an appointment, she'll never meet me.” The leader was anxious.

“You are now famous as a millionaire in Oshu. It seems that they are badly off now, though they
used to be rich. If we take much money and treasures to them, they will agree on your proposal to
their daughter. An attempt is sometimes easier than expected.” Another said beating his chest.

The next day, his five men in formal black clothing visited her house.



“We are messengers of a ‘millionaire’ in Osyu. First of all, we'd like you to keep these gifts as a
token of our new relationship. Moreover, we’'d like to ask a special favor of you. Would you mind
giving your daughter in marriage to our master, a millionaire in Osyu?”

Hearing this, the master of this house was so much surprised,

“My daughter has never been out of this Capital since she was born. I, as a parent, can’t send her
to such a far distant place by herself. So please give up that proposal to my daughter.”

“Only this Capital is not Japan. As you know, we can enjoy beautiful scenery in Matushima, Oshu.
The people there are very kind and the life is very comfortable. In addition, our master is a
‘millionaire’ in Oshu. He will make your daughter much happier for the rest of her life. 'm sorry
to say this, but if you need urgent money, he will send you as much money as you need.” said one
of the false messengers. The speech made the master feel satisfied little by little.

“I appreciate your master's kind proposal to my daughter. Anyway I'll meet him and make up my
mind.” The master nodded his head without asking his daughter herself.

The five men returned and reported to their boss proudly.

The next day, the father visited the false ‘millionaire’. Seeing a handsome fianc® + as well as his
five men dressed in formal clothes sitting in order and given much gifts, he at last promised the
leader of the bandit,

“I leave my daughter entirely to you. When it is a nice day, I'll send my daughter to you in Oshu.”
The poor daughter, listening to her marriage to a stranger from her father, was upset and began
to cry.

“Don't cry so much. I’'m so sorry, but now I am living in degradation, I couldn’t help it. Your future
husband is a ‘millionaire’ in Oshu. Not only he has much money but he is very handsome. It may
be very hard for you to go down to Oshu, but it will not be long before you get used to the life there.
It’s for your happiness, not for me.....”

At last she consented to her sudden marriage.

About a month later, she set up for Oshu. Walking, riding on the horseback or carried in basket
palanquins, she at last reached Sendai( the main city in Osyu), from where she had to walk up a
mountain path for several days.

What she saw, reaching an only house in a deep mountain, were dirty and bad-looking men
moving around. It was not until she arrived there that she realized her husband was the leader of
the bandit. Every time she ran away from there, his men caught her immediately. She felt so
miserable. But it is said that ‘He who touches bitch shall be defiled.’

Living in such a life for a while, she got used to the life in the mountain. Her husband was very
kind to her, and his men respected her, calling her ‘Our boss’s wife’.

Before long, she was pleased to meet her husband who came home after finishing his job and
looked at booties. At last she went out with her husband and helped him do evil things.

Now she had a happy life with her husband and their two daughters in the mountain for about
twenty years. However, when the leader passed away, his men stole everything in the house;
money, treasures, foods and so on and ran away in all directions His wife and her two daughters
had to live from hand to mouth unexpectedly from that day on.

Seeing their mother was at a loss what to do, the daughters encouraged her,

“Mama, don't worry, please. We'll do our job instead of our father. If we say ‘Give us money’,



dressed in man’s clothes and pointing the swords to old people and young women, they'll leave it
there and run away at once.”
It was natural that they had learned how to steal since they were little children.

A few days later, they found a merchant walking up the mountain path, who was carrying a
heavy pack. They waited patiently in a bush for him to approach them, when they stood in his way,
holding their daggers,

One of them shouted to him in a husky voice,

“If you want to live, leave the pack here and get out of here!”

He was so surprised that he ran away like a rabbit, throwing out the pack without saying a single
word. Opening the pack, they found ten rolls of silk cloth.

“This is wonderful,” they looked at and smiled at each other. They divided them in half. On her
way home, the younger sister said to herself,

‘If I came here by myself, I could get all of them. I shouldn’t have given five rolls of it.” She did
want the silk cloth she had divided with her elder sister, ‘Or is it better for me to kill her? When I
come back home, I have only to say, 'We came across a tough traveler, the poor sister was un
luckily killed.” I'll kill her when she is careless.’

On the other hand, at the same time, the elder sister was thinking of the same thing.

When they walked down the trail with vicious minds, they happened to see villagers burning the
dead body on a pile of firewood. The scene made the sisters freeze.

‘We, human beings are destined to be burned like that when we died. Even if we wear gorgeous
clothes, we can’t escape from death. Life is empty.’

They both felt in their mind the uncertainties of life.

“There is no telling when we will die. While alive, we must live at peace with each other. How
horrible it is to think of murdering my elder sister!”

The younger sister suddenly threw away the rolls of silk cloth into the valley. Looking at it, the
elder one did the same thing.

“What made you do such a thing?” the eldest one asked.

The younger sister apologized to her in a tearful voice.

“I'm so sorry. I am a bad sister. I was thinking of killing you. I wanted your rolls of silk cloth. After
I stabbed to kill you, I was going to tell my mother that she had been murdered by a traveler.
However, looking at the flames of the cremated body, I was made to realize my life.”

Hearing this, the elder also said to her with tears in her eyes,

“So did I. I also wanted to kill you. I realized now that life is empty. Why don't we change our
mind to be kind to our mother and live together in harmony?”

They hugged and dissolved in tears each other.

They told all things to their mother,

“From now, we'll shave our head to become Buddhist nuns. We are going to make up for our sin.”
Their mother revealed her background to her daughters for the first time in 20 years.

“Let's burn down this house and live together in a temple as Buddhist nuns.”

They visited a temple where a famous priest lived, confessing their sins to him and asking for rest
of their life as Buddhist nuns. They chanted a prayer every day to the Buddha and worked hard
for Him. (2018/01/1 Corrected by Rich Ho)
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