The King and a Shoemaker

One day, a king who dressed like a beggar went to town by himself. There was a small shoe shop,
where an old man was busily making a shoe.

The king entered the shop and said,

“Hello, old man, tell me your name.”

The old shoemaker, not knowing he was the king, said sharply,

“When you ask me, you should ask me more politely.”

And he kept on his business without a hitch.

“What is your name?” The king asked.

“I told you that you should ask me more politely when you speak to me.”

The old man said bluntly again and kept on working.

The king, thinking he was to blame, asked the old man politely,

“May I have your name?”

"My name is Magistel.”

At last the old man said his name.

The king asked him,

“Mr. Magistel, between you and me, don’t you think the king of this country is foolish?”

“I don't think so.” The old man answered.

“Then don't you think he was a little foolish?”

“T don't think so.”

Magistel said, nailing the heel on a shoe.

“If you say the king is a little foolish, I'll give you this. Nobody is hearing you. So you are safe.”
Saying so, the king took a golden watch out of his pocket and put it on a knee of the old man.
“If I say the king of this country is foolish, do you really give me this?”

The old man, lowering his hand that had a hammer, saw the watch on his knee.

“Yes, in a small voice, if you say the words, I'll give you this.”
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Just then, the old man abruptly grabbed at the watch and struck it B

The king said, rubbing his hand together.

L

against the floor.
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The king rushed out of the shoe shop, when he bumped his head against a bar of the sunshade

“Get away, or I'll hit you to death. Idiot! No king in the world is more
wonderful than one of this country.”

The old man raised the hammer in his hand.

and had a big bump.

The king, however, felt happy in his mind like a flower.

“My people are excellent. My people are excellent.”

The king walked back to the castle, repeating s0.(2018/03/01)
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