The Undutiful Daughter and the Dutiful Daughter-in-law

Long, long ago there lived a fisherman in a fishing village in Chikuzen
(in Fukuoka Prefecture). When the fisherman passed away, he left his
wife and two children; a son and a daughter. The son was on good terms
with his brother-in-law. They used to go fishing by boat in the offing.

One day in a midsummer, while the two men had been away from home
for fishing, a debt collector came to their house to press them to pay a debt
The old woman, who looked after things at home while they were working,

said to the collector,

"Would you wait for my sons to return from fishing? Then we'll surely pay

back our debts."

"I've heard the same excuses before. I'm tired of hearing about that. If you can't pay back your
debt now, I'll stay here until you give back my money, or I'll take everything in your house with
me."
"But as you see, my husband left nothing valuable here in our house. You can take nothing with
you. How miserable I am! I don't have money for a stick of incense for my late husband on a
Buddhist altar. I might as well as die as I live in misery."

While she was grieving for her misfortune, her daughter was practicing dancing for the Bon
festival (Buddhist souls' festival held at midsummer to pay homage to the spirits of dead
ancestors that are believed to return during that time) on the earthen floor without minding her
mother's grief.

"We are now in strained circumstances," the old woman criticized her daughter, "this isn't the
time for practicing dancing when we live from hand to mouth." But her daughter kept dancing,
ignoring her mother's complaint.

"Don't you have ears? Can't you hear what I am telling you? You are my own daughter and
already 18 years old. Your sister-in-law is two years younger than you, but she is considerate of
me. She puts up with this poverty and never informs her own parents of the hardship. Though it
is only half a year since she came here as a bride of my son, she changed her belongings for money.
I have no excuse for her. You should follow her example."

Hearing this, her daughter threw her sandal at her mother and tried to go outside, which made
her mother more furious.

"I can't endure you any more," the mother said.

She took a pair of scissors in her hand and ran after her daughter. Her daughter-in-law was so
surprised and held her mother-in-law,

"Will you calm yourself down, please! Don't get furious!"

"Leave me! I can't let my cruel daughter live any longer."

She tried to shake off her daughter-in-law's hands. But the young woman held the old woman
tightly and tried to calm her down,

"She will notice what she is doing now sooner or later. Please forgive her."

Taking off the comb and the ornament from her hair, she went out with them. Soon she came back

with a bundle of incense and a few manjus (steamed bun stuffed with sweet red-bean paste) for



her late father-in-law.
"How kind you are! I can't apologize enough to you for your kindness. You have pawned what you
had brought from your home too much," the mother said, weeping.

"I don't mind at all. I'm happy with my husband. We will not always be poor. Someday happiness
will visit us," she said, smiling.

Watching this situation, the debt collector was moved so much. He couldn't believe that there was
such a kind woman in this world, and said to the old woman with tears in his eyes,

"T was so moved by your daughter-in-law's kindness. What a lucky woman you are to have such a
kind daughter-in-law. We can never buy such a woman for money. Live happily together!"

Saying so, he took out a few coins from his wallet.

"This is my gift to your daughter-in-law. I'd like to offer her more, but this is all I have. I'll cancel
your debt. Please lead a happier life," saying so, he left there.

Soon her son and her son-in-law returned home from the sea with a big catch. Theix
mother talked to them about what had happened during their absence. The son,
hearing about his sister's cruelty and his wife's kindness, called his sister to him and
uttered her,

"What a cruel woman you are! I can't suppress my anger to you. I can't admit you are
my sister. Get out of my property right now!"

He drove his sister out immediately. A few months later he let his brother-in-law

remarry a kind young woman from another family. Poor as they were, they helped

each other, worked hard and were dutiful to their old mother. Soon they felt a bit of
signs of prosperity in their household. (2014/03/1 With Itaya)
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