Palanquin Bearers

A samurai ran from behind and got on a

palanquin on an avenue of pines under the
moonlight.

The palanquin went straight on the white street.

After a while the rear bearer said,

“Shhh!”

The front bearer also said,

“Shhh!”

The samurai in the palanquin thought what was happening.

This time the rear bearer said,

“I’1l beat to kill.”

“Wait a moment.”

The front bearer said and stopped him.

The samurai in the palanquin got pale and began to shiver for fear. He thought that they killed
him to get money.

“It’s troublesome. I’11 kill.” said the rear bearer.

“We’ll throw down into a river from a nearby cliff.” said the front bearer.

The cowardly samurai was clattering his teeth. The palanquin ran and ran toward.

Soon the samurai heard the sound of a river. He pulled up a sword with its own sheath from
his waist to put it down and opened his kimono’s hem.

When the sound of the river got bigger and bigger, he suddenly jumped out of the palanquin
and ran away at full speed like a wind.

One bearer ran after the samurai, swinging his stick and saying,

“Hey, Master!”

The samurai ran away so hard that he got out of breath and sat down by the roadside.

The bearer, who overtook the samurai, said and tried to hand him the sword in the palanquin,
“Master. You left behind your sword.”

“Are you going to kill me?”

The samurai said, shivering himself.

“Master. You’re misunderstanding. As a stray dog was following us, I said I would throw
down into a river.”

The bearer burst into a laughter. (2023.3.18 By kudo)
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