A Fox on a Lion

Long, long ago, there was an old Buddhist temple in Tenjiku(the old
name of India). The chief priest of the temple practiced chanting a sutra
every morning.

One day a fox passed by the temple and happened to hear the priest
chanting a sutra monotonously. Surprisingly enough, the fox understood
some phrases in the sutra. It was 'Not only a human but also a beast
could become their king, if it has a dignified mind.'

"If it's true, I can be the king of the beasts with the dignified mind," it
said to itself and left there.

The fox thought when it met another fox, it would show its dignity. The first fox raised its head
and threw out its chest. The second fox, which came across the first fox, deeply touched by the
first one and completely abased itself. The first fox, calling the modest fox over, rode on its back
and made it walk along the road.

Soon the third fox appeared, which saw the first fox riding the second one raising its head and
throwing its chest out and showing its dignity. The third one thought, 'It must be a high-ranking
fox.' It sat down on the side of the road and lowered its head.

The first fox called the third one over and told it to pull the reins of the second fox. The dignified
fox made the foxes its followers one after another. It looked like a grand procession of foxes.

Soon a dog appeared. It saw a fox riding another fox raising its head, throwing its chest out,
showing its dignity, and accompanied by a lot of foxes. It thought, 'He must be the king of beasts,’
and sat down on the side of the road and lowered its head.

The dignified fox called the dog, and made it ride on the dog's back. Then every dog which met the
fox joined the procession one after another.

The fox, like this, rode on the back of a deer, a tiger, a bear, a hippopotamus, a rhinoceros and so
on until at last it rode on the back of an elephant, and proceeded along the street, followed by lots
of animals.

The fox on the elephant, thought, 'T Am a real king of the beast', and raised its head, and threw its
chest out to show its dignity.

At last a lion came, which saw the fox riding on an elephant, raising its head, throwing its chest
out, showing its dignity, and accompanied by various kinds of animals. The lion thought,

'It must be the king of the beasts.' It sat down on the side of the road and lowered its head.

The fox thought,

'T'm now the very king leading various kinds of beasts. Though a lion is said to be the king of
hundreds of beasts, it's no more than the king. I Am the King of hundreds of beasts.'

The fox called the lion and said,

"Make me ride on your back."

"You're the king of hundreds of beasts. I'll do anything you order me to do. Please ride on me."
The fox on the lion was now flying high, raising its head higher, throwing its chest out wider,
standing its ears, snorting hard, and accompanied by various kinds of animals.

'T'1l make more lions my subjects,' it thought as it led the procession into a wide field.



A lot of animals joining the procession said to one another,

"Our new leader enables us to make friends with many animals, including dreadful lions. It's a
miracle."

By the way, a lion barks once a day. At noon that day, all of the lions suddenly stopped to raise
their heads and drew a deep breath and stared at animals around them.

'l wonder what will happen. But I'm the King of the beasts. I must be dignified,' the fox thought as
it clung to the lion's mane.

All the lions, raising their forelegs and standing on their hind legs, roared at the same time like

thunder.

"Roooar!"
The fox on the lion was thrown out into the air in a flash and landed on
its head on the ground to its death.
'Thinking that the fox was the king of the beasts, I let him ride on my
back. But our mere barking made the fox drop and kill. What if I really
got angry and barked loudly? I was taken in by a trivial fellow,' thinking
so, the lions returned to their nests.(2015. 5.1 With Itaya)
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