Snails

A newborn snail, which was so tiny and see-through, was on the back of a big snail.
“My son. It’s in the morning. So put out your eyes.”
The big snail said.

“Isn’t it raining?”’

“It’s not raining.”

“Isn’t it blowing?”

“It’s not blowing.”

“Really?”

“It’s true.”

“Then.”

The small snail put tiny eyes out slowly from the head.
“Do you feel something big?”

The mother asked.

“Yes. What is this? The thing which stings my eyes.”
“It’s a green leaf.”

“A green leaf? Is it alive?”

“Yes. It’s alive. It’ll never hurt you.”

“Look! Mom. A ball is shining on the tip of the leaf.”
“It’s a morning dew. It’s beautiful, isn’t it?”

“It’s beautiful. Beautiful. It’s a perfect circle.”

Then the morning dew suddenly fell on the ground out of the leaf.
“Mom. The morning dew ran away.”

“No, it fell down.”

“Does it come back to the leaf.”

“No, it doesn’t. The morning dew falls down and it will be smashed.”
“It’s disappointing. Look! A white leaf is flying.”

A butterfly flew among leaves and up high in the sky.

Losing a sight of the butterfly, the baby snail said to the mother,
“What is that? The thing which I can see far away from among leaves.”
“It’s the sky.”

The mother snail answered.

“Is there anyone in the sky?”

“I don’t know.”

“What are there across the sky?”

“I don’t know.”

“I see.”

The small snail was looking up at the strange sky for a long time, with the tiny eyes
stretching as long as possible.(Original by Niimi Nankichi: kudos,2023.8.20 )
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