Why are the roots of buckwheat red?
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The flowers of buckwheat are white like snow, but the roots of it are red like blood. There is a
story about it.

Long, long ago there lived a mother who had three sons; Taro, Jiro and Saburo.

One day she said to them before going shopping in a town,

“T'll go shopping in a town and come back soon. So you have to stay at home in harmony. Shut the
doors and stay in the house. The evil ogress may come to eat you, taking the form of me. Even if
she turns into me well, her voice is rough and her limbs are black. Be careful and never open the
doors.”

The children said to their mother.

“Mom, don’t worry. We'll stay at home carefully as we were told.”

She went shopping in the town.

However, though it was getting dark, she didn’t come back.

“What’s wrong with Mom?” they said to one another.

Then they heard the knock on the door.

“My boys, please open the door. It’s Mom. I'm home. I bought many sweets for you.”

As it was a rough voice, they thought it was the ogress and said,

“We’ll never open it. You are not my Mom. She has a soft voice. Yours is rough. You must be an
ogress.”

To tell the truth, the ogress had eaten up their mother and came to eat her children, taking the
form of her.

The ogress, as they had never opened the door, drank a bottle of oil, which she had stolen from the
town, to soften her throat and returned to the house,

“My boys, please open the door. It’s Mom. I'm home. I bought many sweets for you.”

It was a soft voice like their mother’s. But they didn’t believe it yet.

One of them said,

“If you say so, show us your hand.”

They opened the door a little and let the ogress put her hand, which was black and rough.

“We'll never open it. You are not my Mom. She has white and soft hand. You must be an ogress.”
They shut the door.

The ogress, as they had never opened the door, covered her limbs with flour, which she had stolen
in the town, and returned to the house,

“My boys, please open the door. It’s Mom. I'm home. I bought many sweets for you.”

One of them said,

“If you say so, show us your hand.”

They opened the door a little and let the ogress put her hand, which was white.

“It must be my Mom.”

They opened the door to let her in.
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At night the ogress ‘Mom’ ate dinner so much and went to bed with the youngest Saburo in the
back room as usual. Taro and Jiro were sleeping in the front room.
Around midnight Taro and Jiro woke up to hear a strange noise of something eating in the back
room. The ogress was eating Saburo.
“Mom, Mom! What are you eating?” said Taro.
“U'm hungry, so I am eating Takuan( or pickled Japanese radish).” said the ogress.
“T want to eat it, too.” said Jiro.
“So I'll give this.”
Saying so, she cut off the little finger of Saburo and tossed it to them. Taro took it and knew at
once it looked like human’s finger. He, so surprised, whispered to Jiro in bed.
“She must be the ogress, who is eating Saburo. Let’s hurry to run away, or we’ll be eaten. Hurry!
Hurry!”
The louder the noise of eating Saburo became, the more they got scared.
“Mom, I want to pee.” Jiro cried.
Jiro said,
“Mom, mom. I want to pee.”
“So go out to pee!”
“The door won’t open!”
“Ask your brother to open it!”
Taro and Jiro, getting dressed, getting out of bed and opening the door, and succeeded in running
away from the house. In the night sky the full moon was shining brightly. They climbed up a
peach tree near a well in the garden and hid themselves quietly.
On the other hand, the ogress, as they didn’t come back, went out to find them. After she looked
for them here and there, she went to the well to drink water from it. When she looked into it, she
found the brothers reflecting on the water.
She looked up the tree and said,
“You did deceive me! I found you on the tree.”
“How did you climb the tree?” asked the ogress.
“We applied oil to climb this tree.” said Taro.
“I see.”
She went somewhere and returned at once with a bottle of oil. She applied oil on the tree.
“T'll catch you.”
She tried to climb the tree, but slid it down however hard she tried.
“How foolish you are! You can’t climb a tree covered with oil. If you cut the tree with a hatchet, you
can climb.” said Jiro on the tree, laughing at her.
“Where is the hatchet?” asked the ogress.
“I dropped into the well.” said Jiro, laughing at her.
She found a sickle in the barn and began to cut in the tree. Seeing it, the brothers got more
anxious. Soon she climbed nearer and nearer to them. The game is over!
They looked up and cried to the sky,
“God! Gold rope!”



Then a long iron rope came down from the sky. As soon as Taro and Jiro seized it, it began to go
upward into the sky.

Seeing it, the ogress cried to the sky in a same way,

“God! Rotten cord!”

Then a long rotten cord came down from the sky. As soon as she grabbed it, it began to go upward
but it snapped off. She fell headfirst from the sky on a big stone in the center of a buckwheat field.
So much blood ran out from her head into the filed. She lost her life. The blood dyed the roots of
buckwheat. That’s why they are red now.
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