The Song of Snail

One morning, a king found a snail on a stone fence.

When he was watching the snail waving its horns, he
remembered that he had often sung ‘The song of snail’ in his
childhood.

“Mr. Snail, put out your horns......I forgot.”
He thought for a while, but he couldn’t remember the song at all.
He said to his fellow,
“My Fellow, don’t you know ‘the song of snail’?”
The fellow answered, tilting his head.
“I don’t know.”
‘A snail, a snail....
The king said to himself, circling the garden.
As the king couldn’t remember it, he at last got so angry that he tried to crush the snail.
At that time, the song occurred to him,
“A snail, wave your horns. A thief will come at dawn.”
At the same time, he remembered his gentle mother who often sang the song together with him.
The king put the snail gently on a green leaf instead of crushing it.
(2023.3.5. Kudo: Original by Niimi Nankichi)
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