Young Disciple and Rice Cake

Long, long ago there was a little disciple in Enryakuji-temple
in Hiei mountain in Kyoto. One night, as the priests had nothing
to do, one priest said to the others,

“Why not cook Botamochi(rice cake covered with bean
paste)?”

The young boy pretended to be sleeping at the corner of the
room while they were cooking them in the kitchen, as he didn’t
like to be thought that he was anxious for them so much.

Soon it seemed that they finished cooking them. While he was expecting that
someone would wake him up, one priest surely called him,

“Hey, Boy. Wake up!”

He felt happy but as he didn’t like to be thought he was eager for them so much,
he didn’t respond. He decided to reply when he was called again.
While he was still pretending to sleep, another priest said to the priest,
“Don’t wake him up. He was falling asleep.”

Hearing it, he was embarrassed and wished that they would wake him up once
more.

Soon he heard them munching them. He could no more endure pretending to
sleep.

After a few minutes, he cried,
“YES!!”
The priests burst into laughter.(2020/1/1)

Original ‘Uji-Syui-Monogatari’
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