In the Bass Drum

Long, long ago there lived a hardworking but poor man who had a hard life in
spite of running a textile shop in a town called Nisijin in Kyoto. Not paying a lof
of debt, he decided to sell his properties and leave the town secretly with his
family.

Hearing the rumor, his fellows discussed the way to help him from the
difficulty,
“Life is strange! It is beyond reason that an honest man like him has a poor life and must leave the
town. He believes in Gods and Buddhism. He takes care of others. He never does wrong things. We
have responsibility to help him at all costs.”

Ten of his fellows visited his house with ten bottles of Sake and a pot in which each of them put
10 ryos. The leader said to him, showing the money,
“We have 100 ryos in this pot. Why don’t you keep your business using this money as a capital?
Soon the money will be 1000 ryos.”

The poor man was so happy to hear it that he began to weep with joy.
His friends started to drink and dance so that they could encourage him until they staggered home
drunken at dawn.
On the other hand, he was made to drink so much that he was now mortally drunken in the room
until he was woken by his wife,
“Wake up! The debt collectors will come soon. Let’s pay off loans with the money given by your
fellows,” She continued. Her husband woke up with a surprise, “Open the pot and show me the
money.”
He opened the pot to find it empty.
“What’s the matter? There’s no money in it.” They were so surprised and embarrassed.
“It is impolite to doubt your friends but the money itself never disappears. Someone of your friends
must have stolen the money.” She said with tears in her eyes.
“This must be our destiny. You’re right, but I can’t doubt my friends.” He said.
“It is regrettable that we can’t reward the kindness of them. We’d rather die than live this kind of
miserable life.” She said.
“So would I. We’d kill ourselves rather than have malice against others.” He said.
“I did my best in this world, so I have no regrets. My only care is our two sons. Why not take them
to the next world?”
They changed their clothes into white clothes. After that, they woke two sons up and made them put
on new clothes.

Now it’s time they went to the next world. They sat before the Buddhist alter and the father tried to



pull out a knife from his chest, when an old housekeeper rushed into the room,
“What are you trying to do? I was overhearing all the dialogues. If you die, only the parents

should die. What a sin these two cute boys have! I’ll bring them up well instead of you.”
As she cried loudly, everyone in the neighbor woke up to come to the house. The family missed a
chance to commit suicide..

Before long the rumor that the family tried to kill themselves spread the town. The ten friends came
together to the house and asked the cause of the matter.
“Indeed there were only ten of us in this room last night. It’s true that the money never disappears of
itself, nor is there no sign that a thief entered this room. It is difficult to imagine that those who had
given the money stole the money. It’s indeed a mystery.” One of them said.

“Anyway, we can’t solve this difficult incident. It would be better to ask for the magistrate office.”

They submitted a petition saying about the incident and asking for the solution.
A few days later, they got a letter from it saying this;
‘The ten persons, with each of their wives, shall appear before a magistrate tomorrow. If he has no
wife, any woman will be all right.’

On the very day, a magistrate said to them in the office,
“All of you are responsible for the missing money, because you were so drunk and didn’t notice it
had gone. As a punishment, I’ll order you to carry that bass drum to the shrine in the west with the
long bar on your shoulders with your wife or a woman.” He pointed at the drum in the garden.
They drew lots for turns and two pairs carried the drum a day. As the drum was so heavy for the two
to carry and it took a few hours to go to the destination, the wife or the woman never failed to
complain about it when the street got empty. It’s like this;
“It’s so heavy. Why should we carry this kind of heavy drum to the shrine, in spite of giving money
to the poor? It’s nonsense. You should not help people in need from now on.”
To tell the truth, a wise boy was hiding in the drum. That was why it was so heavy.
The magistrate listened to the boy in detail about the couple’s dialogues every evening.
On the fourth day, the boy said to the boss like this;
“Today, I had an interesting conversation. She despised her husband and she cried to him, ‘You’re so
foolish, silly and stupid.” The husband tired to calm her down in vain. At last he said to her in a low
voice, ‘Be patient for a while. It’s not so easy to get 100 ryos.’ Listening to it, she said, ‘Where is the
money now?’ He said, ‘It’s in the closet.”
The magistrate called the couple and asked them severely until at last he confessed his crime.
“What an outrageous man you are to steal the money which was given on the mercy of the people!
Though I should order a severe punishment, you once gave the man 10 ryos. So, only this time I’ll
save your life. But you are not allowed to stay in this town. I order both of you to leave this town

separately forever.”



The stolen money was returned to the poor man. On the other hand, the pair were exiled from their

town; one is to the east, the other to the west.(2020.1.10)
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