
The Judgment of TENGU

Wife: “Wake up! You’ll catch a cold while you’re taking a
nap here…Hey…So…The

sleeping face is usually lovable, but that of my husband
is never lovable. This loose face is Buddha, a huge
statue of Buddha….The thought of dedicating my
lifetime to him makes me sick. Alas…he is mumbling
something with a sour face…What’s up?... Oh, he is
smiling now…Alas, he has a nightmare, wearing a sullen look. What kind of
Dream are you dreaming? Wait! Where are you rolling over?”

Hachi: “Ah…Ah-a, Ah….Ah-, I was sleeping.”
Wife: “Only sleeping? Hey, what kind of dream were you dreaming?”
Hachi: “well.”
Wife: “What kind of dream were you dreaming?....I’m now asking you what kind of dream

you were dreaming.”
Hachi: “I was not dreaming.”
Wife: “You were dreaming. You were frowning, smiling, mumbling. You must be dreaming a
funny dream. What kind of dream were you dreaming?”
Hachi: “I was not dreaming.”
Wife: “You’re a liar. You were dreaming.”
Hachi: “I’m sure I wasn’t dreaming.”
Wife: “Well, Did you see the dream you couldn’t tell me about?”
Hachi: “It’s ridiculous. If I did, I’d tell you. I wasn’t dreaming. So I’m saying I wasn’t

dreaming.”
Wife: “Liar…You were dreaming. Whatever dream you were dreaming, it’s a mere story of

dream, isn’t it? Why are you making a poor excuse for it? You say, ‘I had a trashy dream.’
and laugh wildly. That’s the end. But you’re so secretive.”

Hachi: “Secretive…? I’m really not dreaming.”
Wife: “Aha, I see. You had a worthless dream, so you can’t tell anybody about it, I think.

Maybe it must be a dream of having an affair with a woman.”
Hachi: “No kidding. Why must I have such a dream? I wasn’t dreaming, so I’m saying I

wasn’t dreaming.”
Wife: “Weren’t you dreaming? How obstinate you are! I see, you must have a dream about
which you can’t say to anybody. What on earth did you do? How much did you spend in
Gion(downtown in Kyoto)?”
Hachi: “I wasn’t doing anything.”
Wife: “You, a goat!”
Hachi: “A goat! I didn’t go to Gion nor anywhere. I was taking a nap.”



Wife: “You’re a goat, so you had a dream about which you couldn’t tell anybody.”
Hachi: “A goat, a goat. Shut up!”
Wife: “A goat is a goat.”

(They go on quarreling.)
Neighbor: “Stop, stop, stoooop! What a noisy couple you are! It may be your hobby or

entertainment, but think of your neighbors. I know, ‘One should not interfere in
lover’s quarrels.’ Though, you’re crying, ‘Goat! Goat!’ I can hear you…Lady,
why are you crying? What’s up?”

Wife: “Well, my neighbor. Listen to me! Today, at last….”
Neighbor: “What happened today?”
Wife: “He was taking a nap here. I thought he might catch a cold, so I tried to wake him up. I

thought he had a nightmare with a sour face. But suddenly he grinned and talked in his
funny dream. So I woke him up and asked what kind of dream he had. But he said he
was not dreaming how many times I asked. He can tell me about it. If he had talked
about the dream, I’d laugh at him. That’s the end. But he says he was not
dreaming.”(She cries)

Neighbor: “That’s why you were quarreling…You’ll live a long life….I see. Madam, my wife
was making Manjus(a bun with a bean-jam filling). Why not come to my house and
eat Manjus, relaxing your time with my wife. Go, go. You are really troublesome.”

Hachi: “Thank you so much anytime.”
Neighbor: “You’re welcome. Well, I don’t know what kind of dream you were having, but

your wife was bitterly crying, saying you didn’t tell her about your dream. By the
way, what kind of dream did you have?”

Hachi: “I was really not dreaming.”
Neighbor: “Well, well. Sometimes you have a dream you don’t want to talk to your wife

about. …Hey, why not tell me a little…? I’ll never talk to anyone. A little to me,
…a little….”

Hachi: “You, if I had a dream, I’d first talk to my wife. I was never dreaming.”
Neighbor: “I’ll never speak to anyone. If I’m told never to speak to anyone, I’ll speak to

nobody, whatever may happen to me.”
Hachi: “If I had dreamed, I’d have talked to you. Really I didn’t have a dream.”
(They are quarreling.)

Landlord: “Stop, stop!...How noisy my apartments are! I never patrol here without seeing any
troubles. You are good friends, aren’t you?”

Neighbor: “Mr. Landlord, listen to me! I’m so ashamed of being a good friend with this guy
for a long time. In short, this guy was quarreling with his wife here. So I tried to
reconcile the quarrel. It is said, ‘A peace-maker is the angel of the hour.’ I’m a
peace-maker. I asked them why you were making a quarrel. According to his wife,
‘He was taking a nap here. When she was trying to wake him up so that he



wouldn’t catch a cold, he began to cry or smile. Maybe he was dreaming an
interesting dream. So she woke him up and asked him what kind of dream he was
dreaming. He told her he had never been dreaming. So she was quarreling with

him. That’s why I became a peace-maker and stopped their quarrel…And my wife
is making Manjus, so I advised his wife to go and eat them and I told him, ‘Why not
talk to me about your dream? I keep a secret. If I am told never to talk to anyone,
I’ll never talk to anyone what may happen.’ But this guy told me he had never
dreamed. What an obstinate man he is!”

Landlord: “What are you saying? You, idiot! If you have a time to inquire into others’ dream,
you must work earnestly. You haven’t paid the rent for three months.”

Neighbor: “This is different from that….”
Landlord: “What an ass! Come home! Get away!...How troublesome you are!”
Hachi: “Mr. Landlord. I always appreciate your kindness. Now I found he was an obstinate

person.
Landlord: “Both of you…are a person of leisure…Well the story of your dream, it seems to

be a very interesting one.”
Hachi: “No. Don’t say that. I’ll be embarrassed if even my landlord says such a thing. It’s true

that I haven’t had a dream though I thought many times.”
Landlord: “As you know, I have known your boss since we were small children. Your success

depends on your attitude.”
Hachi: “Please wait! I have never had a dream. Please forgive me!.”
Landlord: “I see…So you must leave this house today.”
Hachi: “It’s unreasonable.”
Landlord: “What’s unreasonable? The tenant manual says, ‘In case you have an eviction order

from your landlord because of an inevitable reason, you must accept it as soon as
possible.’”

Hachi: “What’s an inevitable reason?”
Landlord: “Are you making fools of your landlord? If I allow the inhabitant,who doesn’t

listen to me, to stay here, it’ll be a bad example for the others. So I order you to
leave here today.”

Hachi: “Oh my Buddha. It’s nonsense! If I were to have a dream and don’t speak to you about
it, why must I leave my house? I haven’t had a dream. Whatever may happen, I’ll stay
here.”

Landlord: “What? You have the absolute duty to leave your house today.”
Hachi: “Whatever may happen, I’ll stay here.”
(It developed a big problem to be solved at a court. However, this kind of case was the first
one.)
Judge: “Landlord, show your face. According to the document, you wanted your tenant Hachi

to talk about his dream to you, but as he wouldn’t talk about it, you ordered him to



leave his house. Is it true?.... True. You, idiot! In this case, the punishment is ‘a
sentence of a five-year prison or a fine of 3 hundred thousand.’ But this time the
punishment is unnecessary. All you have to do is to write an essay repenting your deed

and submit it.”
Landlord: “Yes, sir…”
Judge: “Hachi, You’re a winner. You needn’t leave your house. So far, today. Everyone,

Stand up!...hum, how foolish it is…Well, Hachi, come to me, here…..You’d be so
surprised to be ordered the eviction because you didn’t talk to your landlord about
the dream.”

Hachi: “Yes. Though I was ordered to leave my house, I had nowhere to go, much less I had
no moving money. Thank you so much.”

Judge: “It’s my job. This kind of foolishness never goes unmentioned. But the dream that
firstly your wife, secondly your neighbor and even your landlord wanted to listen
to…You’ll be able to talk to me, judge.”

Hachi: “…Judge, sir! If I should have a dream, I’ll speak it to my wife and my landlord. But
truly I haven’t had a dream.”

Judge: “You say you can’t talk to me about your dream. If you say so, I’ll torture the dream
out of you. Be prepared!”
Hachi: “It’s nonsense…”
Hachi: “Cool down!”
(He got held with rope and fastened onto a pine tree.)
Judge: “I’ll unfasten your rope until you decide to tell me about the dream.”
(The judge entered the house. It became darker and darker. He couldn’t move. He wanted to
pee. He was hungry. He felt lonely. Then a gale of wind lifted him up into the sky.)
Hachi: “Lucky, the rope was unfastened. Where on earth am I? Ah, are you Tengu(a

long-nosed goblin)?”
Tengu: “Did you wake up?”
HAchi: “What happened to…?”
Tengu: “When I was flying, I heard the strangest thing in the world: a judge wanted to listen

to the dream of an ordinary man and tortured him to hear the story of the dream. That
kind of judge can never judge men. So I’ll judge you instead. You are innocent and I
felt sorry for you. That’s why I helped you.”

Hachi: “Thank you so much. I thought I was going to die.”
Tengu: “How nonsense it is! What your wife wanted to listen to from you was a woman.

However, your neighbor, your landlord and even the judge wanted to listen to your
dream. Tengu never listens to such a thing. So you’ll feel at ease.”

Hachi: “Thank you. Though I was told to talk about the dream that I hadn’t had, I can never
talk about what I didn’t dream.”

Judge: “…It’s foolish..ah…it’s only a dream…that firstly your wife firstly, next your



neighbor, next your landlord and lastly even the judge wanted to listen to….Tengu
never wants to listen to such a dream. But if you want to talk about it, I’m glad to hear
it.”

Hachi: “No, I don’t want to talk. I never had a dream.”
Tengu: “I’m not a human being. I’m telling you I’m glad to listen to you. While I’m saying so,
it’s better for you to talk about it.”
Hachi: “Mr. Tengu. I really had no dream.”
Tengu: “Do you know what will happen to you if you despise me? Your body will be torn

limb from limb and hanged on a top of cedar. I’m telling you I’m glad to hear….”
Hachi: “Please do forgive me. I swear I haven’t had a dream.”
Tengu: “You say again such a thing.”
(Long nails dug into his body.)

Hachi: “Oh, no. Help me….!”
Wife: “Wake up…My darling. You’re suffering from a nightmare. What kind of dream did

you have?”(2019/12/31)
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