A Thief Cat

On a fine day, a spotted cat was sitting on a porch,

moving her arm over her cheeks frequently. This cat was a N
thief cat, though she caught no rat and was hated in the
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Meow! So she was loved in her home. ’

neighborhood, but she was good at flattering, ‘Meow!

Just then, a brown dog of this house passed by her and
said to her,
“Mrs. Spot. Good afternoon.”
The cat turned her head and said,
“Oh, Mr. Brown. It is getting colder and colder these days, isn’t it?”
“Mrs. Spot. What are you doing?”

She answered in a grand manner.
“I’'m making up now. Lady like me must entertain our guests in the room.”

The dog, though thinking of her as unpleasant, endured her and left there.
The next day, when the dog passed by the porch again, the cat was scratching

Tatami mat hard with her nails.
“What are you doing, Mrs. Spot?”
The dog blamed her.
“I'm removing the dust from Tatami mats. Don’t complaining against everything
I'm doing. It is quite different between on Tatami and on Ground.”
She answered unpleasantly. The dog was so angry, but he endured her and left
there, thinking she was loved in this home.

These days, foods of the kitchen in this house often disappeared. Even though
the door was closed, foods in the cupboard were missing. So the mistress of this
house called the maid and scolded her,

“You must have eaten them secretly, though you say it’s a cat or a dog.”



The maid couldn’t prove her innocence as she didn’t know who the real thief was.
When she gave food to the dog, her eyes were sometimes red from crying.
The dog felt so sorry for the maid.
‘The cat must have taken out the food of kitchen.’
The dog was always keeping the cat under observation.

One day, when the dog passed by the kitchen, he happened to find the cat
pulling out a piece of big beef desperately from the cupboard. He couldn’t ignore
her and cried,

“Hey! You, Thief. What are you doing?”
The cat turned around and said angrily,
“Bother you! The maid put poisons against rats into this meat. So I'll take it on
the way they use. All you have to do is watch for the thief outside of the house. Go
away!”
The dog burst into anger.
“Shut up! If poisons against rats are used, you won’t be needed. My job is to get rid
of the thief in the house.”
The cat laughed at him.
“Don’t talk so big! The one who is banned from walking on Tatami can’t get rid of
the thief in the house.”
“I can do it. Like this.”
On saying so, the dog jumped on the floor with dirty paws.
“Oh, my cat! Help me.”
He had the crying cat in his mouth and swung her a few times. The cat was killed
without saying a meow.

Hearing this noise, the inhabitants rushed into the kitchen and found for the
first time that the cat had been the thief. The mistress said to her maid,
“I'm sorry to have doubted you. Please feed the meat to the dog as a reward.”
The maid was so pleased with tears in her eyes.
The dog also wagged the tail hard with pleasure. After that the foods in the house

was never missing.(2019.11.1) By Yumeno Kyusaku
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