Tiger's Oil

Long, long ago there lived a poor merchant who was making a living
by making bamboo items in a village.
One day, in the last month of a year, he was walking along a
mountain path in the cold rain. When he reached a town, he was
drenched to the skin. He wanted to rest at a house to dry his clothes
and warm himself.

At last he found a small house with the light on in the distance. The

old mistress was kind enough to let the drenched merchant inside her house.

The bamboo-merchant began to chat and gossip.

During the chat, the merchant said to her,

“By the way, do you know how to eat hard bamboo?”

“No. It is absolutely impossible to eat it.” she said.

“It is never impossible. Why don't you cut it into round slices with a saw and boil them in a pan for
a few hours? It will be soft enough to be eaten.” The man said.

“If you say so, I'll cut a bamboo from the back of my house.”

“Believe me and do try.”

The old woman went out to cut a bamboo. Soon she returned with a green bamboo and cut it into
round slices with a saw and began to boil them in a big pan. In the meanwhile the man was
sitting beside the hearth and waiting for his clothes to dry.

“Now it is about time you ate them.” said the man.

The woman uncovered the pan only to find bamboo's slices as they were. They were still so hard
that it was impossible to eat them.

“You played a trick on me, didn't you? You're a liar.” The mistress got very angry. .

“Did you put tiger's oil in i1t?” asked the man.

“Tiger’s 0il? I've never heard of it.” .

“You don't know? So, it’s impossible for you to soften the bamboo without it. Now it's time to go.
Thank you.”

The merchant left the house with his clothes perfectly dry.(2018.6.1)
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