A Man who bought a turtle and released it

Long, long ago a rich man sent his son on an errand to buy a

famous picture for 50-kan.

When he was walking along the sea, he met a fisherman on a boat. ’ *
There were five big turtles stretching their heads in the boat. \y

The man stopped and said,

“What do you do with these turtles?”

“I’11 kill them to eat.”

The fisherman said.

“I’ll buy them.”

“No, I can’t sell them even if you pay much money because I caught them for my family.”

The man asked the fisherman to sell them, clasping and shaking his hands.

At last, he bought the five turtles for 50-kan and released them into the sea.

The man said to himself,

“My father will get angry because I bought the turtles instead of buying a famous picture.”
Anyway, he came home.

On his way back his home, he heard about a rumor that the fisherman, who had sold turtles, had
died with his boat overturned in the sea.

When the man tried to explain about it to his father at home, his father said to him,

“Why did you send back the money to me?”

“No, I didn’t do that. I bought five turtles for the money. But I released them into the sea. I came
back home to talk about it.” His son said.

His father said,

“Five men in the same black monk’s robe came to me. Each of them sent back 10-kan to me. This
is the money.”

The five turtles, which he bought and released into the sea, picked up 10-kan each one and took it
to the rich man before his son came home. (2023.3.15 arranged by Kudo)
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