A Fortune Teller

A group of travelers were searching for lodgings for the night. They found a large but tumble-down house on the

way and knocked the door.
“Are there anybody in? We’d like to have a lodging tonight.” .
A few seconds, a woman appeared, ., b Y

“Please come in.” < “

It seemed there lived nobody but her in the house, where they stayed a night.
The next morning when they were about to leave her, she said to them,
“You must not leave here without my permission.”
“Why not?” The old leader asked.
“You owe my family a lot of money. Return the money to me, and you can leave here.”
The other travelers smiled and said to her,
“Our leader can’t have a debt.”
The leader, thinking a little, said to her,
“Wasn’t your father a fortuneteller?”
“Yes, he was.”
“By the way, why do you tell me I owe you a debt of money and I should return it to you?”
She said to him,
“Though My father left me enough money that I could live on, he said to me on his deathbed, ‘On X day in X
month in 10 years, namely yesterday, an old traveler will visit you to have a shelter here. I lent him a lot of money.
You can have the money returned. When you are too poor to live any more, you can use that money.” One year ago
at last I used up the money he left me. Then I depend on the earnings for which I sold my belongings. Now I have
nothing to sell. I was waiting for the very day when you came.”
“Well, it’s true that I borrowed much money from your father. But I already returned the money to your father
when he was alive.”
The old man said and began to perform a kind of fortunetelling,
“The money is in this house. Follow me.”
He came to a big pillar in the center of the house and found a big hole in it.
“The money is in this hole. Spend this money little by little on your life.”
The old man, who was a fortuneteller, left the house with his friends.

By the way, her father was also a good fortuneteller. When he told his daughter’s fortune, it was said that she
would be poor in ten years, when another fortuneteller would came to her to stay at her house. He was worried if
she knew there was much money in this house, she would use it up at once. So when he passed away, he didn’t

say anything about the money. (2020.1.5)
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