Bush Warbler’s Flute

Village children played the bush warbler’s flutes. 8. v

They played them together as hard as possible. %’ e ;% >
“Kekyo, Kekyo, Kekyo, yo, Kekyo, Kekyo, yo.” 3 il

They took off their Haoris, (or half-coat overgarment) and 8 " _ oy - 1 ; -

played the flutes because it was getting warm.
Bush warblers in a forest and a bush heard the sound.
They, stopping from one tree to another tree, flew toward the children cheerfully.
“Look! Bush warblers came to us.”
The children were pleased, clapping their hands.
But there was a poor boy, who had lost his mother, leaning against a fence.
This boy also played the flute. What a sad sound it was!
“Kekyo, yo, Kekyo, yo.”
It was a sad sound like the crying of a child.
Didn’t the bird come to the boy?
Yes, it did. A bush warbler in the bush, which warbled sadly, flew down to him.
This bush warbler was a mother that had lost her young bird a few days before. She was
very sorry for her baby.
She remembered her dead baby, hearing the sad sound of the boy who had lost his
mother and flew to the boy who played the flute from the bush.

“Kekyo, yo, Kekyo, yo.”
He played the flute, leaning against the fence.
The bush warbler stopped on the fence or the branch of camellia and chirped.
“Kekyo, yo, Kekyo, yo.”
They spent the day together.

(2023.3.5 By Kudo : Original by Niimi Nankichi)
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