Yuriwaka Legend

Episode 1/The Battle

Long, long ago, there lived a strong and brave
warrior called "Yuriwaka.' He was a big man of
strength. Everyone around him knew he was a

great archer. His favorite bow was a 3-meter iron
one. It was so heavy no one could even lift it. But he could handle it as if it had
been nothing. Later he became a provincial governor of Bungo (now in Oita
Prefecture), Kyusyu. His wife, Kasuga-hime was a beautiful and gentle lady. So
he lived happily with his wife.

One day, they found thousands of warships from the Korea Peninsula sailing
toward Kyusyu.

Yuriwaka left home with one thousand warriors and a fleet of ships to fight them.
When his wife saw him off, she said to him,

"Be careful, please. You shouldn't let down your guard until the time you come
home safely."

The battle started off the coast of Tsushima Island, one of the islands of northern
sea of Kyusyu. Yuriwaka, who was standing on the bow of his ship, used his
3-meter iron bow with hundreds of arrows. He never missed his targets. His men
also fought bravely. But the enemy's ships outnumbered his. However times he
shot, the new target appeared one after another. It seemed like the fight wouldn't
have finished. But one of his arrows shot the enemy's leader's head. Their boats
soon turned back and sailed away.

When he saw them sailing away, he was confident that the battle had finished
with his great success. But he knew lots of his men had been killed or injured
during the battle, and he himself was exhausted. He decided to drop by the
nearest island and took a rest for a while. He told Beppu Brothers, his chief
retainers, to find a place to have a rest. Then the ships reached the Genkai Island
that was a deserted island and still far from Kyusyu. As soon as Yuriwaka landed,
he took off his armor and helmet, and fell asleep. In fact he had been fast asleep
for three days without waking a single moment.

When he woke up, he felt something strange. It was so quiet. The sun had been
already risen high above him. He called to his men in a loud voice,

"Somebody, come quickly!"

Nobody answered. He looked around. His armor, helmet and the iron bow were
gone. Soon he realized that it was Beppu Brother's rebellion. They had abandoned
him on the deserted island.
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Episode 2/ The Deserted Island

Yuriwaka barely managed to survive alone
catching fish, and gathering seaweed and wild
fruit. Every morning he stood up on the seashore

of the island and shouted his wife's name to the
sea,

"T'll return home without fail, Kasuga-hime. Please wait for me a little longer."

In the mean time, the Beppu Brothers, who'd been Yuriwaka's chief retainers, of
all things, had abandoned their master on the deserted island and returned home
with his men in victory. They visited Kasuga-hime with her husband's armor and
helmet, and told her a pack of lies. The elder brother said,

"You may not believe this. But we must tell you the saddest news. Your husband,
our master, was shot by the enemy's leader and fell into the sea. Can you forgive
us that we couldn't save him?" he made his face look very sad and shed false tears.
"This 1s his armor and helmet. Please keep them as his remembrance," the
younger brother handed them to her.

Soon they each became a new provincial governor and a sub-governor successfully.
It had been their desire for years to take the place of Yuriwaka. They gloated over
their success.

Kasuga-hime, however, didn't believe her husband had died. She had been taking
care of 32 hawks and 12 dogs that her husband had loved very much. She thought
that if she would keep them, he would be happy. She wanted to see her husband's
happy face when he found them safe and sound. She waited for him day after day.
She wanted a little bird to tell her his news, but no one told her about him. She
gradually lost her appetite, and became thinner and thinner with grief

Two years had passed and she heard no news. She finally decided to release his
hawks and dogs. Soon all the dogs ran away, and the hawks flew up high in the
sky. But Midorimaru, one of his hawks, was still in the cage. She fed it some food,
but it didn't eat. She gave it a rice ball. It took it with its beak and flew away.
Meanwhile, Yuriwaka also became thin and lean. His appearance had changed so
much that nobody would recognize him if anyone had come to see him. All he
could eat was a bit of fish and seaweed. That turned him to skin and bones. His
clothes were ragged, hair was messy, and his beard had grown long.

One day he saw something flying toward him. Then it landed on his shoulder. It
was Midorimaru with a rice ball! What a bird! It found its master.
"Oh, it's you, Midorimaru. You've recognized me, haven't you? I
wish you could speak, and tell her about me! If you could tell her I'm
still alive--- Wait a minute. There must be something I can do."

He looked for something to write on, then picked up a leaf, cut his
finger with a knife, and wrote ' YURIWAKA' on it with his blood. He
tied it to its leg and let it fly.

Three days later, the bird flew back to its cage. Kasuga-hime found




1t and said,

"T gave you freedom, didn't I? Why have you flown back here? " Although she felt
happy when she found the hawk again. Soon she noticed something attached its
leg.

"Oh, a leaf---there's something written on it---with blood. ---' YURIWAKA' It says
'"YURIWAKA. It must be my husband's handwriting! He is still alive!" She cried
with joy. But she didn't tell anyone about it.

She wrote a letter to him and tied it to the bird's leg again. And she let it fly. The
flight to and from the island was a hard journey for the bird. Moreover it started
flying to the island again without a rest. Poor Midorimaru! It flew until there was
no strength left and then flew down and down--- to death--- and floated above the
waves.
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Episode 3/Return

One day a fisherman fishing in the offing spotted something moving on the island.
He strained his eyes and listened carefully. It looked like a man crying something
and waving his hands. That was Yuriwaka, of course.

The fisherman soon rowed his boat toward the island. He was very surprised
when he saw the creature at first. It had a bushy bearded face, long hair, dirty
hands and legs, and scarcely wore clothes. It looked like an ogre that could speak
man's language.

"T was one of Yuriwaka's men. After he defeated the navy from the Korean
Peninsula two years ago, he and his men stopped by on this island and rested for
a while. I failed to ride back on the boat and have been isolated from everyone.
You are the first man I've met since then. I'd greatly appreciate it if you could
take me to Kyusyu with you." Yuriwaka didn't tell the fisherman who he was
because he was afraid the fisherman might be under the Beppu Brothers.

The fisherman felt pity. He came back with Yuriwaka and named him Kokemaru
(Moss man) since his face and body was covered with hair like moss. He treated
him as his servant. Soon he noticed that Kokemaru was clever and had
tremendous power. He said to him now and then about the Beppu Brothers and
Kasuga-hime,

"Listen. The brothers have taken over Yuriwaka's position and have been ruling
the nation with a high hand. They've imposed heavy taxes on us and forced us to
work for them. They had a big house built like a palace. Thus they are living in
luxury. Mean while, people have been enduring lives of the hardship. The power
had gone to their heads, especially the older brother. He wanted to marry
Kasuga-hime. Poor Kasuga-hime! She loved Yuriwaka very much. She ended up
throwing herself into the pond of Makomo."



Kokemaru thought his heart would break when he heard of his wife's death. But
he still didn't tell the fisherman that he himself was Yuriwaka.

He visited his old house secretly. As he expected, he didn't meet anyone there. He
couldn't help thinking of his wife and the life with her years ago

Some days later, The fisherman told Kokemaru about s - 4
the ceremony and event that would be held at the
Beppu Brothers' place on New Year's day.

"After a banquet, they'll have a competition of
horseback archery. Do you want to watch it with me?
If you want, I'll take you to the place."

"Can I enter their place?" he asked.

"You can, but only outside of their house for the New
Year's event. They permit anyone to watch the
horseback archery." the fisherman answered.

People gathered around the riding ground. Urging
horses, a man shot two arrows. But both shots missed
the mark. The next man tried, and the third man. They also missed the shot.
Then a big laughter echoed around the field. It was Kokemaru! Nobody knew who
he was because his appearance was greatly different from what he had been.
"Who is he?" Everybody thought. Some men came to the man who laughed loudly,
and took him in front of the Brothers.

"What a daring fellow you are, laughing at our men missing the shot! Try it
yourself. If you miss, you shall die!" The older brother yelled at him. The younger
one threw a bow and two arrows. A horse was prepared for him.

"I can't," the daring fellow said, "I can't make it with such a weak bow and arrow.
Those are for children, aren't they?" He grabbed the bow and arrows, and broke
them.

"None of your impudence!" The Brothers'faces turned red with rage.

"Bring the iron bow and arrows for him," the younger brother cried to the
followers near him. Soon two men carried a big bow and another two men an
arrow each. They looked very heavy. Kokemaru, however, carried them easily
under his arm, and mounted the horse. Then he shouted, "Listen, everybody. Who
do you think I am? I am none other than Yuriwaka, your real master. The Beppu
brothers abandoned me on the island two years ago, and---."

No sooner did the Brothers hear this announcement than they turned their
horses' heads and laid whip to them. They started running very fast. Yuriwaka
took aim at the target and released the arrow one by one.

A woman came trotting to him from the distance. He recognized her as
Kasuga-hime at a glance.

"Kasuga---" surprised he ran to Kasuga-hime. He wanted to show her how
delighted he was to see her again. The cry he made, however, was like a beast's
roar. The two ran to each other and held each other's hands.



How happy they were to reunite at their old house! He told her about the life on
the island briefly. She also told him that she had to get through a hard time, and
how outrageous the Beppu Brothers treated her.

She said, "The older Beppu Brother wanted to marry me. As I refused his
proposal, he raged at me and told one of his men to kill me. I was close to death at
that time."

"Yeah, I heard about that story," Yuriwaka said,
"Someone told me you'd thrown yourself to death. It gave

me a shock. I was determined to destroy them in my / A
mind, and watched for a chance to do it. I finally killed QEE \
the wicked men today. Then you appeared in front of me.

I couldn't believe it. But it wasn't a dream!" Yuriwaka said.
"Listen, my love. I have to tell you more about how I escaped from their wicked
hands. The man who was ordered to kill me had been one of your men for years.
He believed that you had passed away on the island because of a poisoned arrow
you've got during the sea battle as he'd been told. Since then he has served the
Beppu Brothers. But the loyal man didn't forget you or me. He couldn't kill me.
He thought that if he did that, he would be tortured by remorse for his crime for
the rest of his life. But if he didn't obey his cruel master's order, they would
punish him, and some other man would get the order to kill me. He had a
daughter who was the same age as me, and she looked very similar to me. He told
his daughter about me. After the young woman heard her father's agony, she
vowed to offer her life in order to save her father and me."

When her story reached this point, her eyes were filled with tears, and she
couldn't continue for a moment.

Yuriwaka was deeply moved. Soon after that he had a shrine built for the poor
young woman.
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