Naked Laborers

Aoto-Fujitsuna was a samurai in the Kamakura period, working at
the Council of State. This is one of the episodes about him.
One day in winter, when Aoto got across a river on horseback with his
fellows, he happened to drop some coins from his money-bag in the
middle of the river.
"Oh dear! Even if they are small change, I have to find them. I can't
leave them here."

He hurried to get to the other side of the riverbank, and checked his

money-bag. The money he lost was 10-mons.

“If T leave them on the riverbed, they'll get rusty. I have to pick them

up at any cost.”

Aoto ordered his fellows to hire ten hands. He said to the hands,

“When I got across this river, I carelessly dropped 10-mons. If someone find them, I'll give
50-mons to each of you as a reward.”

Listening to him, they began working to look for the coins Aoto had dropped.

“They must be somewhere around there. Well, maybe you should stand a little to the right. No, a
little to the left!”

Aoto spoke to them loudly to suggest their place.

A few hours had passed. Though they vigorously worked at first, they gradually felt cold. They
soon got cold from top to toe, and wanted to stop the work.

They started complaining,

“It's so cold! I have to get out of this cold water. Otherwise I'll be frozen to death. I don't want
50-mons anymore. ”

Just then, one of the hands cried,

“I've found some!”

“Have you found any coins?” Aoto asked the hand.

“Yes, I found 3-mons.”

“Don't move there! The others must be near there. Find the rest of them!”

The man crouched down again and put his both hands into the cold water and cried,

“I found another coin! Oh, I found one more!”

At last he picked up all 10-mons by himself. He was a man with a scar on his forehead.

So pleased, Aoto said,

“You have a sharp nose to find them by yourself. I'll give you an extra 100-mons as a prize in
addition to 50-mons.”

Aoto said to all the hands,

“I am so satisfied. It sounds like absurd for me to pay you 50-mons to each of you, and additional
100-mons for the finder. But if the coins had been left on the riverbed, they would have gotten
rusty. Though they were only 10-mons, they were treasures made in this country. Even if I wasted
my money, the money I paid comes and goes around. This country must make a profit from them.

I've done something good today. Thank you so much! Enjoy yourself with the money you've



gotten!”

Seeing Aoto and his men off, they said to each other,

“There's a beautiful moon tonight, and we have money to spend. Let's drink and sing and have a
good time!!”

Soon they started to have a big party around a fire on the river shore.

One of the hands said to the man with a scar,

“T have to say thank you. What wonderful instincts you have to find 10-mons in this broad river!
It's a miracle.”

The man with a scar laughed and said,

“Do you really think that I have a sharp nose? I only used my head.”

“So how did you find them?”

“T used a trick. It is absolutely impossible to find small coins in the broad river. To tell the truth,
they were my coins. Ha-ha-ha,” he gave them a hearty laugh.

“What? Your coins? How did you pick them up?”

“l didn't pick them up. I stealthily took out 3-mons, and then 2-mons, little by little from my
pocket, and pretended to be looking for the coins Aoto had lost. Think of it! Even if I use 10-mons,
I can get 50-mons. I didn't want to work in the cold water for hours. What is more, he gave me an
extra 100-mons. I'm more clever than Aoto.”

The man who had asked the man with a scar was struck with his remark.

“What a great idea! You are indeed more clever than Aoto!”

Another man, who had also worked with them in the river, made a wry face and cried to the man
with a scar,

“Idiot! The trickster is much more vicious than the thief. When Aoto gave us rewards, he said that
the coins were treasures made in this country without minding his own loss. What a sinful man
you are to deceive such a man of a shining example! I have my old mother to support, so I had
joined the work to get that money, but after hearing your boasting, I can't get this dirty money,” he
threw away his 50- mons to the trickster, “I am completely disgusted by you. I'll go home and serve
my old mother.”

The man who had thick eyebrows angrily left there.

Before long, Aoto got the rumor that one of the hands deceived him at the work in the river. He
remembered what had happened that day.

“Now that I've come to think of it, there was something suspicious about the man who had found
the coins, It is surely strange that he could find 10-mons by himself while the others couldn't find
any.”

He ordered his fellows to find out the fact and to bring him the man who had tricked him. Soon
the man was taken into Aoto's residence.

Aoto said to the man with a big scar on his forehead,

“T heard that you told the rest of the hands that you had done a wicked deed to me. Is it true? If
you don't tell the truth, I'll ask other men and you'll be severely punished.”

The man with a scar gave up and confessed everything.

Aoto said to the man,

“What a rude man you are to deceive me! I'd like to tear you apart as a sentence, but I'm worried



about 10-mons left in the river. So I order you to look for 10-mons alone in the river. Even if it
takes you five or six years, you have to keep looking for them until you find all ten coins out. You
have to serve the sentence with nothing to put on except a loincloth so that you can't trick us
again. You are not allowed to take a day off even in rain or snow. You'll be always watched by my
fellows.”

He at last found 1-mon 15 days later, which encouraged him a lot. It was getting colder and colder
early in the winter. He felt that he would be frozen to death if he kept working.

The rumor soon spread all over Kamakura (in Kanagawa Prefecture) that a naked man was
working to find ten coins in the cold river and many people went there to watch him.

“How poor a man he is! But he has no choice but to do so, because he deceived Aoto.”

In the depth of winter, the water in the river became less and less and the sandy river bottom
began to appear. He found 2- mons, then 3-mons. At last he succeeded in finding all the coins.
Aoto said to the offender,

“Though the crime that you deceived me is heavy, I'll forgive you because you've found all the
coins. Never commit such a crime again!”

The man made a deep bow to Aoto several times and left there.

Meanwhile, Aoto heard of the man with thick eyebrows who had angrily
left his company. He secretly made his fellows investigate the background
of the man with thick-eyebrows. He was a respectable man, but a
master-less samurai at that time for a reason, so he was joining that work.

Aoto was moved by his courageous act and reported about him to Tokiyori,

the fifth regent of the Kamakura shogunate. The man was drafted as a

samurai again and lived a happy life. (2014.9.1 With Itaya)
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