An Elephant and A Mouse

There lived an elephant and a mouse in a forest. The elephant was selfish and
short-tempered, while the mouse was timid and easily frightened. This is a story"l !

about how the two become close friends.

The two originally had such a quite different personality that they couldn't get

along well even if they sat studying side by side.

The elephant pokes at the mouse when he saw her eating meat or rice for lunch, while he always
ate straw or crumbs.

“Miss Mouse. It looks delicious. Won't you give me a little?” the elephant said.

She was always shrunk with fear. The elephant ate up her lunch without restraint. She didn't get
angry because she was so scared.

One day, the mouse was given a telescope by a man who had come back from abroad. She went to
school with the telescope.

The elephant came to her and said,

“What 1s it? Lend it to me.”

As she thought it would be broken if she lent it to the violent elephant, she said to him,

“Mr. Elephant. This is not interesting. This is how I just peek into it.”

The elephant got angry with his tail swinging hard. Putting the telescope on her eye, the mouse
burst into laughter. He got more angry.

The more angry he got, the more she laughed. The elephant she saw through the telescope looked
so small like a bean as if he were 100 meters away. The angry elephant snatched it and put it on
his eye.

“Wow! How big you are!” The elephant was so surprised.

As the elephant put it on his eye in reverse, the mouse looked so huge like a
mountain.

“Thank you so much.”

When the elephant returned it to the mouse, she looked so small but so clever.
So he didn't say, ‘Exchange it for my pencil.’

The mouse was not afraid of the elephant anymore. She taught him arithmetic, and the way of
reading. They were good friends now.(2017/08/01With Rich Hoo )

Original by Kazuko Murayama
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